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Souper Sunday
On February 3rd, the nation was glued
to the TV and the Super Bowl game, which
is the climax of the football season. The
day has became a “national holiday” of
sorts, inheriting all the trappings of a holiday: parties, food, friends and excitement.
This year, St. Martha’s recognized the
event with its own version of ‘Souper Sunday!” After providing food and gifts for about 300 families at Thanksgiving
and Christmas, the cupboards in Social Ministry were bare. So Souper Sunday
came to be. Parishioners were encouraged to bring a can or more of soup to
church in order to restock the shelves. Once again (with no apologies for mixing the sports metaphors) the parishioners “stepped up to the plate” and the
event was deemed having reached its “goal” with a steady “drive down the field
for Touchdown!”
Just like the football Super Sunday has become a national tradition, St.
Martha’s needs to couple it with its own tradition of a “Souper Sunday.”

February —Black History Month, by Beverly Gray
Many of us, as we approach February, recall Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King and the
many contributions of African Americans to the growth of this country. There
are inventions such as the cotton gin by
Eli Whitney, a laser device in the treatment of cataracts by Patricia Bath and
the modern blood banks of Charles
Drew that are credited to the black community. We recognize poets, such as
Maya Angelou and Langston Hughes
and, of course, the first Black president
of the United States, President Barack
Hussain Obama.
This February, let’s spend some time
looking at the holy black men and women of the Catholic Church. Pierre Toussaint, Henriette Delille and Sister Thea Bowman are
headed toward sainthood. Martin de Porres, Josephine
Bakhita and Felicity and Perpetua, to name a few, have
already been recognized as saints because of their unfailing love of God, their faithfulness to the teachings
of Jesus and the ways they demonstrated the presence
of the Holy Spirit to all.
An icon of Fr. Augustus Tolton, commissioned by
Bishop Joseph Perry, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago,
and blessed by Archbishop Wilton Gregory, a native of
Chicago and Bishop of the Diocese of Atlanta, GA,
hangs in the Vicariate VI office in the Cardinal Meyer
Center in Chicago. The icon which is not merely a
portrait but a vehicle for prayer is the work of Jospeh
Malham, a local iconographer of Trinity Icons. Both

Bishop Perry and Archbishop Gregory are among the
recognized black leaders in the church
today.
Fr. Tolton (1854-1897), born into
slavery in Missouri but raised in the free
-state of Illinois, is the first African
American Catholic priest, who lived a
life of dedicated service to the people of
God while enduring great prejudice because of the color of his skin. He was
denied admittance to American seminaries but was accepted to study for the
priesthood in Rome. After ordination in
Rome in 1886, he returned to Illinois to
minister to the black community.
The red tassel on his biretta, as depicted in the icon, was an honor reserved only for priests who studied in Rome. He is
vested in a white chasuble which signifies not only his
love of the Mass but Easter joy and his immersion in
the Paschal Mystery. Fr. Tolton blesses the viewer
with his right hand and even this silent benediction
honors Christ. Three fingers, joined, recognize the Holy Trinity while two fingers raised declare the humanity and divinity of Christ in one person. His left-hand
rests over his heart symbolizing his great and burning
love of the people of God whom he served in Chicago.
His fingers are slightly separated symbolizing the prejudice and separation he experienced, as many others
do to this day. Hope, that with acts of love, service
and forgiveness those suffering exclusion may one day
heal and all factions of society will "join" together in
peace, is the legacy of Fr. Augustus Tolton. (Source: Arch-

Spanish Community Celebrates TWO Feast Days of Mary
On two consecutive Sundays, the parishioners from the Dominican Republic and Honduras carried the icons of
Mary into the church and placed them on the altar for veneration. At a reception following Mass in Bethany Hall,
members of both nationalities prepared an elaborate buffet of traditional dishes to share with the entire Spanish
speaking community.

Feast of Nuestra Señora de Altagracia—January 21st
The Feast of Our Lady of Grace, the patroness of
the Dominican Republic and the Queen and Protector
of all Dominicans, is celebrated on January 21st, a national holiday. At the 8:45am Mass on January 20th,
the Dominicans of St. Martha’s celebrated the feast.
A 16th century painting, brought from Spain, is in
the Basilica in Higuey. Folklore assigns several versions to the story of the painting and many miracles are
attributed to the Virgen de la Altagracia.
Fr. Cesar Bejarano, OFM, assisted by Deacon Jose
Bueno celebrated the feast day Mass.

Bethany Hall was decorated with the flag of the Dominican Republic and its red, white and blue colors.
Two young women carried the painting but also did double duty by serving the guests at the buffet following
Mass. Three young men also assisted in serving food as part of their service obligations for the sacrament of
Confirmation! All seemed happy, whether Dominican or not, to be part of the celebration!

Feast of
Nuestra Señora de Suyapa
“The Virgin of Suyapa, the patroness of Honduras, is an 18th-century statue (6 cm/2.3 in) of the Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus Christ. The statue, also
known as Nuestra Señora de Suyapa, is perhaps Honduras’ most popular religious image, and the focus of
an extensive pilgrimage. The Feast Day is celebrated
on February 3rd in Suyapa and then, in early February,
the statue travels around Honduras for veneration by
thousands.
Legend tells us that in 1747 a labourer, Alejandro
Colindres, found the statue as he discovered, upon
awakening in the cornfields, that he had been sleeping
on the small statue. He took the statue home and there
it remained until 1768 when the first miracle was attributed to Our Lady of Suyapa. The statue has been
stolen and returned twice. Most recently, in 1986, it
was stripped of the gold, silver and jewels that adorned
the statue and left behind in a restaurant.
On January 27th, Bishop Alfonso Cabezas, CM
celebrated the Mass in celebration at St. Martha’s.
Dressed in the native costumes of blue and white, the
children carried the statue to the altar and served as
“honor guards.”
Instead of the bagels and sweet breads ordinarily
served at the Sunday hospitality, the community was
treated to enchiladas, traditional Honduran fare of fried
corn tortillas with a topping of cooked ground beef,
onions, bell pepper, and garlic.

Uniondale Community Council
Dinner
The annual fundraising event of the
UCC was held on January 25, 2019 at
Verdi’s in Westbury. This year, the
American Legion Post #1487 in Uniondale and all veterans were honored on
the occasion of the 100th Anniversary of
the founding of the national American
Legion in 1919. Legion Commander Jim
McMahon was drafted in 1952 and
served as an MP in the Occupation Forces in Germany. He has lived in Uniondale since 1955.
Among those invited as guests of the
UCC, were James and Eleanor Capriotti, St. Martha’s Parishioners. Both Jim and Eleanor are US Air Force veterans
and met while serving at Fort McGuire in New Jersey. At

the time, Eleanor was completing a two year tour while Jim,
returning from Viet Nam, was finishing
his fourth year of duty. When Jim was
decommissioned in 1972, Eleanor, a
native of New Mexico, opted not to
reenlist, married Jim and returned to
Uniondale with him.
Jim, whose family has lived in Uniondale for many decades, served in the
Military Police unit and was first assigned to Luke Air Force Base in Arizona for Basic Training before being deployed to Viet Nam where he and his
MP unit were stationed in Saigon for
two years. In the parish, Jim ushers at
the 7:30am Mass and Eleanor is a member of the Hospitality Committee. She works at the Uniondale Public Library.
All veterans attending the dinner were invited to the
podium to accept the thanks of a grateful community for
their service.

Sacred Heart Visit
Parishioner Gloria Maffettone (center in photo) recently
visited parishioner Veronica Ticas-Ludewig’s (lower left in
photo) Multi-Cultural Club along with the Italian Club at
Sacred Heart Academy in Hempstead to discuss Italian culture and heritage. Gloria discussed the connection of Italians to the telephone, denim fabric, the U.S. Declaration of
Independence, the U.S. Capital Building and of course pizza among other common items. The presentation ended
with a tasting of Panettone and Pizzelle.

Some of the St. Martha’s parishioners who attended the
dinner. Seated: Eleanor Capriotti, guest of honor, Lorraine San Fillipo, Roxana Bueno, Martha Ann Brady.
Standing: Esther Williams, Jim Capriotti, guest of honor,
Deacon Jose Bueno, Vanessa Bueno, Gloria Maffettone.

Boy Scout Sunday
The Sunday that falls just prior
February 8th is the traditional Scout
Sunday where the Scouts are “Called
to Worship.” The scouts of troop 530
at St. Martin de Porres Marianist
School were in attendance at the
11:00am Mass on Sunday, February
3rd. This was followed by a brunch in
the Sacred Heart Commons and a ceremony of recognition of achievements
earned by the boys.

A few of the Cubs and Scouts proudly stand in
uniform after Mass for the photos.

