Our
Parishioners
are caring and
generous!

Newsletter Committee: Merlene Fray, Beverly Gray, Karleine Graham, Kathleen
Lyons, Gloria Maffettone

Hofstra Newman Club
Members of the Catholic Organization for college students at Hofstra
are often among those attending Mass
at St. Martha’s, weekdays and Sundays. They have volunteered to help
at events of the parish, the Thanksgiving food distribution for example.
Each year Newman Club members
do a missionary trip during the January break. This year, they are planning a trip to the Dominican Republic
and were at Masses on a recent
weekend soliciting prayers and monetary contributions. Luke Folan spoke
after each Mass about their trip.
St. Martha’s has supported the efforts of the Hofstra students in the past and
did so again recently. It is vital that we do so as the presence of a Catholic organization on the campus is very important. As Luke indicated in his talk to the
faithful, the group gets little support from other students and the administration
as well. Their relationship with St. Martha’s is critical and beneficial to both
the students and the members of St. Martha’s.
We wish them good luck for the success of their upcoming missionary trip to
the Dominican Republic.
NOTE: Seminar ian, Deacon Cody Bobick, whose photo is the fir st on the
current Diocesan poster which was published in the bulletin a few weeks ago,
was a former president of the Hofstra Newman Club and a very visible presence
in St. Martha’s Parish.

Good Wishes for a Blessed and Happy Christmas and New Year!

Outreach Christmas Sale
Another parish tradition
Each year as the Christmas Season approaches, the Parish Social Ministry holds a sale of gift and home
items; items that have been donated to Outreach but are new or in excellent condition that can be sold for a
small amount but would still bring in needed resources for the program.
This year’s event, held after Masses on Sunday, November 15th, showcased an extraordinary amount of
beautiful items. Gloria Maffettone has coordinated this event for the past several years and each year she
seems to outdo the previous one.
Members of the Spanish Youth Group, Juventod Sin Fronteras, helped with the sale. They collected the fess,
wrapped the items and if necessary helped carry the purchases to cars.

Above Left:
Gloria Maffettone
and Barbara
Powell, CoDirector of the
Parish Social Ministry program.
Left: Gloria with
some of the children of the parish
who examined
every item for
sale.

Yenixa Galvez (left) and
Frantz Jean Ayola (right).
Both of these young
members of the parish
have been members of
the English Choir for
some time. Recently,
both have also served as
Cantors at the 11:00am
Mass. We are always
pleased when we see
young people step into
leadership roles in the
parish.

Christmas Pageant
Religious Education Students Delight the Guests at the December 9th Event.

Deacon Trevor, on guitar,
accompanied the choir from
St. Martin de Porres
Marianist School.

St. Martin de Porres students and their
teacher.

Newsletter member
Beverly Gray offers the
children small prayers
to say.
For Joseph: God give
fathers holiness and
grace just like St.Joseph.
For the Angel Gabriel:
Messenger of God watch
over all your people.
For Mary: Mary, full of
grace, Mother of all God's
people intercede to Jesus
for us.

St. Martha’s Religious Education
students played all the parts and
read the story narrative.

The Cathedral of St. Louis IX, King of France by Karleine Graham
At 300 years, it is the oldest in the USA
On my holiday in New Orleans, Louisiana, many
natives suggested that Carnival was a more exciting time to visit. But New Orleans is more than Mardi Gras.
I found a vibrant city that is,
still recovering from the devastation of Hurricane Katrina,
implementing updated land and
water management systems,
rebuilding infrastructures and
homes, preparing to be a world
class deliverer of medical services to the region and wealthy
Central Americans, and especially preparing and
hoping for the return of its citizens/evacuees who
have resettled elsewhere.
New Orleans, founded by the French in
1718, is situated on relatively high
ground on the strategic Mississippi River
with access to the interior of North
America and Lake Pontchartrain, an estuary to the Gulf of Mexico. It was
named for the Regent of France, Phillip
Duke of Orleans. In the French quarter
the streets recognize, by names or titles
the ruling elites of that period of French
history.
From the beginning, New Orleans was a cosmopolitan place. Among the inhabitants were the
French, some Germans and Africans, who would
be enslaved, coming from named parts of Africa.
Detailed accounts were kept in civic and church
baptismal records to show where people came
from. Slaves were baptized. There was some social mobility for Africans such as the freedom
granted by owners or the purchase of their own

freedom by the slaves. Before Louisiana became part
of the USA, the term “Creole” was used to designate
people born in the New World of New France as
“French Creole” or “Creole of Color” for those of
mixed European and African ancestry. Even today, I
heard the terms used by a “white Creole” tour guide
and ”Creole of color” owners of a restaurant where I
dined.
The French built the first Catholic Church in 1718.
The French went back into their history and dedicated
the church to the revered Saint Louis lX King of
France (1214 to 1270) who lived in the Middle Ages,
was born to a devout Catholic mother and who led a
pious humble life when other rulers were powerful
men and even warlords. Louis lX had established the
“Parlement of Paris” and worked for the
welfare of people and the glory of God. His
feast day is August 25. Due to its spiritual,
historical and architectural significance the
cathedral was designated a basilica in 1964
by Pope Paul Vl.
The Cathedral has plaques commemorating
the visit of Pope John Paul ll on his second
pastoral visit to the USA in 1987 and to
Venerable Henriette Delille, the New Orleans Creole woman, who founded the Sisters
of the Holy Family in 1842 and who is a candidate for
sainthood. Let us all invoke her name and pray for a
miracle. The Cathedral Cemetery, which offers guided tours, holds the remains of prominent Catholics in
American history such as Homer Plessy (famous Supreme Court segregation case of Plessy vs Ferguson)
and memorials to citizens of Italian and Portuguese
ancestries. Unfortunately, the Protestant cemetery
was not protected and the New Orleans Superdome
Stadium was built on its site.

Rosary Society
At the December Christmas party of the Rosary Society it had been traditional for members to bring
grab bag gifts to share. This year, the group decided
to “gift” the clients of Outreach with toiletry items
for adults and babies. A large selection of such
items were donated to Outreach
because of the
generosity of the
Rosarians.

Fr. Eden Jean
Baptiste and President Martha Ann
Brady cut the cake.

One
week the
trees
were
covered
with tags.
A week
later the
wrapped
packages
provided
by parishioners
filled the
break!

Angel Tree

