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Remain Strong and Steadfast in Christ!

Bishop Barres Ordains Jose Bueno to the Diaconate
In the morning on Saturday, May 19,
2018, Jose Bueno and four of his classmates knelt before Bishop John Barres in
St. Agnes Cathedral and were ordained as
Deacons in the Diocese of Rockville
Centre. The ceremony culminated four
years of intense study, a testament to the
commitment these men and their families
were undertaking in the service of God.
The ordination ceremony was beautiful and a joyful group of family and
friends celebrated with the new Deacon
later that day. The celebration continued
the next day, Pentecost Sunday. Jose as-

sisted as Deacon for the first time at
the 8:45 Spanish Mass, celebrated by
Fr. Costigan and con-celebrated by Fr.
Cesar Bejarano, OFM. A wonderful
reception followed in Bethany Hall to
which all parishioners were invited.
As a symbol of ordination, the Bishop hands the newly ordained the book
of Gospels and prays “Receive the
Gospel of Christ, whose herald you
have become. Believe what you read,
teach what you believe and practice
what you teach.”
We can be sure that Jose will follow
this directive as he has
already done so at St.
Martha’s for many
years. He and his
wife, Roxana, coordinate the Spanish PreCana program and
work with the youth of
the parish through the
Juventud Sin Fronteras
group,
Bishop Barres with
the newly ordained
Deacons and their
wives.

Deacon Jose– Congratulations and Thank You From a Grateful Parish!

Pentecost
Parishioners Confirmed at 8:45am and 11:00am Masses

Fr. Chris
Celebrated a Birthday in May
Was Sworn in as Chaplain of the Uniondale Fire Department
Offered the Benediction at the Memorial Day Service.

Mother’s Day Tea
Ministry to Catholics of African Ancestry Hold Annual Mother’s Day Celebration
Funds Raised Provide Scholarship to Students Who Will Attend Catholic High Schools in Fall

Another, Chosen by God
By Beverly Gray

Our heartfelt thanks to Bishop John Barres
and Pastor Anthony Stanganelli of St. Brigid’s
in Westbury for offering a Mass on April 7,
2018 to commemorate the seventy-eighth anniversary of the death of Msgr. Bernard Quinn,
Servant of God. The cause for his canonization
was begun in the Diocese of Brooklyn on January 13, 2008.
Bernard Quinn was born on January 15,
1888, in Newark, New Jersey. This same day
marked the canonization of St. Peter Claver by
Pope Leo XIII, a seventeenth century Jesuit
missionary priest who dedicated his life in service to the African American slaves of Cartagena, Columbia, South America. Three hundred years later, Bernard Quinn did the same for Blacks in
the Diocese of Brooklyn. On January 15, 1929 forty years
later, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was born which
linked the lives and goals of these three men.
Bernard attended elementary school in St. Michaels
parish where Sr. Mary Modesta taught him the love of Jesus. Inspired by Fr. William Richmond, his parish priest,
Bernard was drawn to the priesthood and entered St.
Charles’ College in Ellicott City, MD and then attended St.
Peter’s College in Jersey City. In 1906, unable to obtain a
place in a NJ seminary, he was recommended to St. John’s
seminary in the Brooklyn Diocese, where he was taught by
the Vincentians and ordained on June 1, 1912.
Fr. Quinn was assigned to St. Brigid’s parish in Westbury and later to St. Patrick’s in Bay Ridge. He moved on
to become the administrator of Corpus Christi Church in
Mineola. By 1914, he was assigned Curate of St. Gregory
the Great in Brooklyn. It was there that he recognized and
lamented over the neglect of Blacks in the diocese. He expressed his concerns to Bishop Charles Mc Donnell who at
the time was recruiting chaplains to serve in World War I.
Fr. Quinn volunteered and was deployed to Normandy,
France where he was gassed on the battlefield. During his
recovery, he read The Story of a Soul and became fascinated with the saintly nun, Sr. Therese of Lisieux. He discovered that he was stationed in the vicinity of Alencon where
she lived. He was the first to celebrate Mass in the home
where she had lived.

Returning to Brooklyn in 1919, he was allowed to start
his ministry to the Black people of Brooklyn. He met Mr.
Jules de Weever, the leader of the Colored Catholic Club, whose goal was to establish a church for
Black Catholics in Brooklyn. Their first efforts
were futile but Fr. Quinn reorganized the mission
and through fund raising, the goal was realized.
St. Peter Claver Church was blessed and dedicated on February 26, 1922.
On the day of the canonization of St. Therese,
May 17,1925, Fr. Quinn began weekly novenas to
her. He continued to work tirelessly with the
Black population, but because of the depression
of 1929, the number of unemployed Blacks was
growing and soon they were unable to care for
their children. Fr, Quinn responded by purchasing
land in Riverhead, L.I. The local residents were
incensed at the thought of a home for Black children in their community. The KKK led the residents in a
protest that burned the orphanage down. Fr. Quinn was not
intimidated and quickly rebuilt it, only for it too to be incinerated. His life was in danger but he stood up to the KKK
and stated that he was “ready to shed the last drop of his
life’s blood for the least.” His life was spared by the heavenly intervention of St. Therese and his third attempt to rebuild the orphanage was successful. The Little Flower
House of Providence was dedicated on October 26,1930 and
was staffed by the Congregation of Sisters of the Blessed
Sacrament headed by his good friend Mother Katherine
Drexel. Mother Catherine Drexell was canonized by Pope
John Paul II in 2000. In 1937, the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth assumed the responsibility for the home.
Fr. Quinn founded a religious community of Black
Brothers and provided charitable services to the Black migrant farm laborers in Riverhead. He promoted vocations to
the priesthood and religious life from the African American
youth, even though they were not readily accepted for service to the church. By 1932, he founded St. Benedict the
Moor Church in Jamaica, Queens.
This perfect example of the Good Shepherd died of lymphoma at the age of fifty-two on April 7,1940, on the feast
of the Good Shepherd. The New York Times wrote that he
was considered “a Champion of Negro Rights.” He did that
in the likeness of the Good Shepherd who defended “His
sheep and had laid down His life for them.” (John 10: 17-18)
Left: Group
enjoys a cup
of tea at the
Mother’s Day
event.
Right: Roxana
Bueno helps
Deacon Jose
cut the cake at
the reception
in Bethany
Hall
sponsored by
the Spanish
community.

