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Feast of St Martha—July 29, 2018

Picnic and Mass on the Athletic Field!
The feast of our patron, St. Martha, fell on a Sunday this year. The annual family picnic celebration was
held on the parish athletic field on Saturday, July 28th and the 5:00 pm Mass, honoring St. Martha was celebrated on the field as well. As has been a tradition, the Robert W. Powell and the parish, with the support of
the entertainment committee, hosted the event.
Burgers and hot dogs on the grill and a generous spread of chicken, salad and side dishes were provided for
the crowd that attended. Those attending also provided an array of desserts. Raffles, with both traditional gifts
and a special children’s selection of prizes, and a 50/50 added to the excitement of the day and provided funding for the picnic. Games, a bouncy house, face painting and a special treat– horses providing rides for old and
young alike —were among the attractions. A good time was had by all!
The weather was perfect for an outdoor Maas which was co-celebrated by Fr. Christopher Costigan and Fr.
Jerin Vazhappilly, who was visiting from Rome, with all four of our deacons participating.

Feast Day Celebration Photos!

Bishop Andrzej Visits St. Martha’s on July 1st
A parish visit by a Bishop is always viewed with anticipation. The visit by Bishop
Andrzej Zglejszewski, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, on July 1,
2018 exceeded our expectations. Always a dynamic speaker, the Bishop’s homily on
fear of the unknown in a current world, was interrupted by applause several times by the
faithful present at the 11:00 am Mass. Bishop Andrzej emphasized that the solution, as
always, lies in the hands of Jesus. He raised situations that caused fear, even in his personal experiences having been born in Poland, and then reiterated that turning to Jesus
made survival possible.
After the Mass, members of the congregation waited patiently to speak with the Bishop, ask his blessing and take advantage of a “photo op”.

Propagation of the Faith
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith is an
international association
coordinating assistance
for Catholic missionary
priests, brothers, and
nuns in mission areas.
Each year, each
parish of the Diocese is
visited by a representative of the Diocesan
arm of the organization.
On August19th, Fr.
Julian spoke at all
Masses outlining the
good work that the Catholic Church does throughout
the world. He asked the congregation for support of
the missions, both by prayer and monetary donations.
Blessing for a happy and successful school
year to all our students...whether they are
returning to the same school or moving on to
a new High School or College!

WELCOME BACK
Fr. Eden Jean-Baptiste returns to St. Martha’s after 9 years.
The Reverend Eden Jean Baptiste was ordained in the
Diocese des Gonaives in Haiti in 1983. When he arrived
on Long Island to work with its growing Haitian population, he resided at Our Lady of Loretto but was assigned to
serve the Haitian community here at St. Martha’s. In June
2009, after five years at St. Martha’s,
Father was assigned to the parish of
St. Anne in Brentwood on a full time
basis.
This June, Bishop Barres assigned
Fr. Eden to serve two parishes, St.
Martha’s and St. Boniface in Elmont
with residence here in Uniondale.
With this new assignment, Fr.
Eden will obviously work with the
Haitian community in both parishes

but will be assigned duties encompassing the entire parish
and all the parishioners as parish needs and the pastors so
determine.
We anticipate having
Fr. Eden celebrate all of
the liturgies
in the parish and to become a recognizable presence at many parish
functions. May Father’s time here at St.
Martha’s be blessed by our patron and
prove beneficial and productive for both
Father Eden and the St. Martha’s
family.

Town of Hempstead
Shutterbug Award
And the 2018 award goes to:
Gloria Maffettone!
Gloria, pictured at the right in photo below with her sister, Joanne Flanagan, and
Town of Hempstead Supervisor, Laura
Gillen, accepted the award which is given
yearly for those whose photos are selected
for publication in the Town’s annual calendar. Gloria has had her photos used for
the past several years. The photo in this
year’s calendar is of the plaque at Roosevelt Field noting the place where Charles
Lindberg initiated his historic transatlantic
flight.

Ministry to Catholics of African American Ancestry
Award Scholarships
The annual Mother’s Day Tea sponsored by the Ministry is one fundraiser that enables this active group of parish to provide scholarships to students entering 9th grade who will be attending a Catholic High School in
the fall. Criteria for the award includes community service. This year applicatants represented a very diverse group of young members of the parish,
some having attended St. Martin dePorres Marianist School, some attended
other private or parochial schools as well as the local public school system.
All excelled in their studies and activities.
On August 12th, Fr. Chris presented eight students, or their representatives as several were very with other activities, with the well-earned monetary award. The recipients, Kayla Benjamin, Stephan Loiseau, Wilkens
Petit, Brienne Lange, Shelton Tessier, Chrystelle Senatus and Chikamso
Agina will be attending Kellenberg, Chaminade, Sacred Heart or Holy
Trinity in the fall. Congratulations to all!

