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www.saintmartha.org
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
This Wednesday, March 6th, is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Season of Lent. While not a Holy Day of Obligation, it is among the most-well-attended days in the Church calendar. Please see the schedule for Ash Wednesday Masses and Liturgies of the Word located elsewhere in the bulletin. Also, in today’s bulletin is the general schedule for Lent
here at St. Martha. Please tear it out and keep it with you over the coming weeks. Today you are invited to take home a
book of reflections by Bishop Robert Barron. They are available in English and Spanish. Please only take one per family. If there are any left, you are welcome to take an additional one beginning next weekend.
Please take note and mark your calendars for these special Lenten Events. Friday, March 22nd we will have our Outdoor
Stations of the Cross in three languages. Saturday, March 30th will be the annual Volunteer Day of Recollection. Saturday, April 13th is the first grade Mass with our Formation Program and the students of St. Martin de Porres Marianist
School. We will begin that Mass with a procession. All children are invited to join in.
Finally, please mark your calendars so that you will be free to spend the entirety of the Paschal Triduum with us—Holy
Thursday April 18th through Easter Sunday April 21st. These are the most important and beautiful liturgies of the entire
year.
Fr. Chris

A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
————————–—————————BISHOP ROBERT BARRON————–———————————
Jesus’ parable, recounted in the sixth chapter of Saint Luke’s Gospel, concerning the removing of the plank in
one’s own eye, is one of the most psychologically and spiritually insightful remarks in the New Testament.
Let’s face it: The favorite indoor pastime of most human beings is the criticism of others. We positively delight in pointing out the failures, foibles, moral failings, and annoying tendencies of our neighbors. This is, of
course, a function of pride and egotism: The more I put someone else down, the more elevated I feel.
But it is also, oddly, a magnificent means of turning a mirror on ourselves, to see what usually remains unseen.
Why, we ought to ask, do we find precisely this sin of others particularly annoying? Why does that tick or trait
or sin of a confrere especially gall us? Undoubtedly, Jesus implies, because it reminds us of a similar failing in
ourselves. I remember, years ago during a retreat, the director asked each of us to call to mind a person that we
found uniquely hard to take and then to recount, in some detail, the characteristics of that person that made
him or her so obnoxious to us. I confess that we entered into the exercise with some relish!
But then he made the devastating recommendation: ‘Now I want each of you to return to your rooms and ask
God to forgive you for those very faults in yourself.” His words were as unnerving and as illuminating as Jesus’.
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Saint Martha Roman Catholic Church
546 GREENGROVE AVENUE, UNIONDALE, NEW YORK 11553-2145
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Octavo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
Este Miércoles 6 de Marzo es el Miércoles de Ceniza, el comienzo de la temporada de Cuaresma. Si bien no es
un día santo de obligación, es uno de los días más concurridos en el calendario de la Iglesia. Por favor vea el
horario de las Misas del Miércoles de Ceniza y las Liturgias de la Palabra ubicadas en otra parte del boletín.
Además, en el boletín de hoy está el calendario general para la Cuaresma aquí en St. Martha. Sáquelo y
guárdelo durante las próximas semanas. Hoy estás invitado a llevarte a casa un libro de reflexiones del obispo
Robert Barron. Están disponibles en inglés y español. Por favor solo tome uno por familia. Si queda alguno, le
invitamos a tomar uno adicional a partir del próximo fin de semana.
Tome nota y marque sus calendarios para estos eventos especiales de Cuaresma. El Viernes, 22 de Marzo,vamos a tener nuestras Estaciones de la Cruz en el exterior en tres idiomas. El Sábado 30 de Marzo será el
Día Anual de Recolección de voluntarios. El sábado 13 de Abril es la misa de primer grado con nuestro programa de formación y los estudiantes de la escuela marianista St. Martin de Porres. Comenzaremos esa misa
con una procesión. Todos los niños están invitados a unirse.
Finalmente, marque sus calendarios para que pueda pasar la totalidad del Triduo pascual con nosotros, desde
el Jueves Santo del 18 de Abril hasta el Domingo de Pascua del 21 de Abril. Estas son las liturgias más importantes y hermosas de todo el año.

8ième dimanche, temps ordinaire
Ce mercredi 6 mars est le Mercredi des Cendres, marquant le début de la saison de Carême. Bien que n'étant
pas un jour d'obligation, c’est l’un des services les plus fréquentés du calendrier de l'Église. Veuillez voir le
bulletin pour le programme des services du Mercredi des Cendres et autres services liturgies de la Parole. En
outre, le bulletin d’aujourd’hui contient l’horaire des activités prévues pour le Carême, ici à Sainte-Marthe.
Prière de l’arracher et de le garder avec vous au cours des prochaines semaines. Aujourd'hui, vous êtes invités
à rapporter à la maison un livre de réflexions de Mgr Robert Barron. Ils sont disponibles en anglais ou en espagnol. Veuillez n'en prendre qu'un par famille. S'il en reste, à partir du week-end prochain, vous pourrez en
prendre un supplémentaire.
Veuillez prendre note et marquer vos calendriers pour ces événements spéciaux de Carême. Le vendredi 22
mars, nous aurons les stations de la Croix en plein air en trois langues. Le samedi 30 mars sera la journée annuelle de récollection des volontaires. Le samedi 13 avril on aura lieu la messe pour les enfants en première
année dans notre programme de formation ou de l’école marianiste Saint Martin de Porres. Nous allons commencer cette messe par une procession. Tous les enfants sont invités à y participer.
Enfin, si possible, veuillez ajuster vos calendriers pour que vous soyez libre de passer avec nous la totalité du
Triduum pascal - du Jeudi Saint, 18 avril au dimanche de Pâques, 21 avril. Ce sont les liturgies les plus importantes et les plus belles de l’année.
PADRE CHRIS

PÈRE CHRIS
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Overcoming the Divisions that Divide Us
By Fr. Ron Rolsheiser—Week of January 21, 2018
We live in a world of deep divisions. Everywhere we see polarization, people bitterly divided from each other by ideology,
politics, economic theory, moral beliefs, and theology. We tend to use over-simplistic categories within which to understand
these divisions: the left and the right opposing each other, liberals and conservatives at odds, pro-life vying with pro-choice.
Virtually every social and moral issue is a war-zone: the status of women, climate change, gender roles, sexuality, marriage
and family as institutions, the role of government, how the LGBTQ community is to be understood, among other issues. And
our churches aren’t exempt; too often we cannot agree on anything. Civility has disappeared from public discourse even within our churches where there is now as much division and hostility within each denomination as there is between them. More
and more, we cannot discuss openly any sensitive matter, even within our own families. Instead we discuss politics, religion,
and values only within our own ideological circles; and there, rather than challenging each other, we mostly end up feeding
each other in our biases and indignations thus becoming even more intolerant, bitter, and judgmental.
Scripture calls this enmity, hatred, and indeed that’s its proper name. We are becoming hate-filled people who both fuel and
justify our hatred on religious and moral grounds. We need only to watch the news on any night to see this. How’s this to be
overcome?
At the more macro level in politics and religion, it’s hard to see how these bitter divides will ever be bridged, especially when
so much of our public discourse is feeding and widening the division. What’s needed is nothing short of religious conversion,
a religious change of heart, and that’s contingent on the individual. The collective heart will change only when individual
hearts first do. We help save the sanity of the world by first safeguarding our own sanity, but that’s no easy task.
It’s not as simple as everyone simply agreeing to think nicer thoughts. Nor, it seems, will we find much common ground in
our public dialogues. The dialogue that’s needed isn’t easily come by; certainly we haven’t come by it yet. Many groups are
trying for it, but without much success. Generally what happens is that the even most-well intended dialogue quickly degenerates into an attempt to by each side to score its own ideological points rather than in genuinely trying to understand each other.
Where does that leave us?
The real answer, I believe, lies in an understanding of how the cross and death of Jesus brings about reconciliation. The author
of the Letter to the Ephesians tells us that Jesus broke down the barrier of hostility that existed between communities by creating one person where formerly there had been two – and he did it this “by reconciling both [sides] in one body through his
cross, which put that enmity to death.” (Ephesians 2, 16)
How does the cross of Christ put enmity to death? Not through some kind of magic. Jesus didn’t break down the divisions
between us by mystically paying off some debt for our sins through his suffering, as if God needed to be appeased by blood to
forgive us and open the gates of heaven. That image is simply the metaphor behind our icons and language about being
washed clean of sin and saved by the blood of Christ. What happened in the cross and death of Jesus is something that asks for
our imitation not simply our admiration. What happened in the cross and death of Jesus is an example for us to imitate. What
are we to imitate?
What Jesus did in his passion and death was to transform bitterness and division rather than to retransmit them and give them
back in kind. In the love which he showed in his passion and death Jesus did this: He took in hatred, held it inside himself,
transformed it, and gave back love. He took in bitterness, held it, transformed it, and gave back graciousness. He took in curses, held them, transformed them, and gave back blessing. He took in paranoia, held it, transformed it, and gave back bigheartedness. He took in murder, held it, transformed it, and gave back forgiveness. And he took in enmity, bitter division, held
it, transformed it, and through that revealed to us the deep secret for forming community, namely, we need to take away the
hatred that divides us by absorbing and holding it within ourselves and thereby transforming it. Like a water purifier which
holds within itself the toxins and the poisons and gives back only pure water, we must hold within ourselves the toxins that
poison community land give back only graciousness and openness to everyone. That’s the only key to overcome division.
We live in bitterly divisive times, paralyzed in terms of meeting amicably on virtually every sensitive issue of politics, economics, morality, and religion. That stalemate will remain until one by one, we each transform rather than enflame and retransmit the hatred that divides us.
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Saint Who?
SAINTS WHOM WE INVOKE IN TIMES OF TEMPTATION

The devil comes to tempt Jesus in the desert at the
end of his forty-day fast. He strikes a first blow. If
you are the Son of God, command that these stones
become loaves of bread (Mt 4:3). Jesus’ body must
be very weak. He desperately wants to eat. But he
sees through the temptation. He has become flesh
precisely for the sake of the salvation of humankind,
and this fast itself is preparation for the mission. By
directing Jesus to his gnawing hunger, Satan hopes to
get him to reverse his priorities, to leave off the work,
to forget who he is.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 2019
12:00 NOON
BETHANY HALL

Evils From Within

Nothing makes more visible how much he hates sin than
what he has done to destroy it. Is it not too much to say
that he wanted to descend from heaven and die himself to
wipe it out?... The Son of God has hated sin as far as to
want to die in order to destroy it….

In response, Jesus quotes Deuteronomy: One does
not live by bread alone/but by every word that comes
forth from the mouth of God (cf. 8:3). The verse
applies above all to him. He is the Son of God. His
very life is filial obedience. He is here only to do
God’s will. Jesus is telling Satan, I know who I am.

I speak of the faults that Christians who live in halfheartedness are accustomed to commit deliberately and of
which they make for themselves habits that they hardly
bother to correct. Such are the minor angers, the minor
swipes, the words of contempt, the slight gossip, the
mockery, the lies, the irreverence and the voluntary distractions in prayer, the desire to please people, the humorous talk that can produce nasty thoughts, the curious
looks, too great a love of neatness in dress, laziness, the
minor overindulgence in drinking and in eating, the negligence in things that pertain to duty, as in the instruction of
servants and in the education of children; in a word, all
sins of whatever kind they may be, when the issue is slight
or there is more lack of consideration than malice. I
say...that these faults, above all when they are actual—
when one often falls back into them, when one neglects to
mend one’s ways from them, when one counts them for
nothing—I say that these are the greatest evils.

Among men, the saints are those who know best who
they are, who profess with certainty that they belong
to Another. Their many austerities are not exhibitions
of will but decisive moves to limit everything that
tempts them to forget God, to deny him, to renounce
their dependence on him. They forgo what is secondary, dependent, created—mere bread—that they
might find and cleave first to that which gives life:
his Word, his Flesh, his Presence. How much we
have to learn from them!
Father in heaven, so many things entice me to forget you.
But I want every day to remember who I am.
Help me to live according to your Word.
WWW.MAGNIFICAT.COM

Of many reasons that present themselves in order to prove
this, I choose not but one sole of them, which will be the
whole subject of our discussion. The little sins are great
evils because they are great dispositions to the greatest
sins; they are all mortal in this sense that they lead to the
death of the soul, that they dispose to mortal sin; they dispose to it, both from the side of God whose graces they
deplete, and from the side of the individual whose forces
they exhaust.

ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
7:00 AM Liturgy of the Word (English)
8:30 AM Mass (English)
12:00 PM Mass (English)
3:30 PM Liturgy of the Word (English and Spanish)
6:00 PM Liturgy of the Word (English)
7:30 PM Mass (Spanish)
7:30 PM Mass (Haitian) Bethany Hall

SAINT CLAUDE LA COLOMBIÈRE (+1682) was a French
Jesuit priest and the spiritual director of Saint Margaret
Mary Alacoque.

Ashes will be blessed and distributed at all liturgies
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An Honorable Defeat
Fr. Ron Rolheiser—Week of February 17, 2019
In 1970, the famed British writer, Iris Murdoch, wrote a novel entitled, A Fairly Honorable Defeat. The story had numerous characters, both good and bad, but ultimately took its title from the travails of one character, Tallis Browne, who represents all that is decent, altruistic, and moral among the various characters. Despite being betrayed by most everyone, he
stays the course in terms himself never betraying trust. But the story does not end well for him.
On the basis of his seeming defeat, Murdoch poses the question: Where’s justice? Where’s fairness? Shouldn’t goodness
triumph? Murdoch, an agnostic, suggests that in reality a good life doesn’t always make for the triumph of goodness.
However, if goodness sustains itself and does not betray itself, its defeat will be honorable.
So, for her, what you want to avoid is a dishonorable defeat, meaning: Defeat you will face, your goodness notwithstanding. Sometimes you cannot save the world or even the situation. But you can save your own integrity and bring that
moral component to the world and to the situation and by doing that you preserve your own dignity. You went down in
defeat, but in honor. Goodness then will not have suffered a dishonorable defeat.
That’s a beautiful stoicism and if you aren’t a believer it’s about as wise a counsel as there is: Be true to yourself! Don’t
betray who and what you are, even if you find yourself as unanimity-minus-one. However, Christianity, while respecting this kind of stoicism, places the question of victory and defeat into a very different perspective.
Inside our Christian faith, defeat and victory are radically redefined. We speak, for instance, of the victory of the cross,
of the day Jesus died as “Good” Friday, of the transforming power of humiliation, and of how we gain our lives by losing them. Earthly defeat, for us, can still be victory, just as earthily victory can be a sad defeat. Indeed, in a Christian
perspective, without even considering the next life, sometimes our defeats and humiliations are what allows depth and
richer life to flow into us and sometimes our victories rob us of the very things that bring us community, intimacy, and
happiness. The paschal mystery radically redefines both defeat and victory.
But this understanding doesn’t come easily. It’s the antithesis of cultural wisdom. Indeed, it didn’t even come easy for
Jesus’ contemporaries. After Jesus died in the most humiliating way a person could die at that time, by being crucified,
the first generation of Christians had a massive struggle with both the fact that he died and particularly with the manner
in which he died. First, for them, if Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah, he wasn’t supposed to die at all. God is above
death and certainly beyond being killed by humans. Moreover, as a creedal doctrine, they believed that death was the
result of sin and, thus, if someone did not sin, he or she was not supposed to die. But Jesus had died. Finally, most faithperplexing of all, was the humiliating manner of his death. Crucifixion was designed by the Romans not just as capital
punishment but as a manner of death that totally and publically humiliated the person’s body. Jesus died a most humiliating death. No one called Good Friday “good” during the first days and years following his death. However, given his
resurrection, they intuited without explicitly understanding it, that Jesus’ defeat in the crucifixion was the ultimate triumph and that the categories that make for victory and defeat were now forever different.
Initially, they lacked the words to express this. For several years after the resurrection, Christians were reluctant to mention the manner of Jesus’ death. It was a defeat in the eyes of the world and they were at loss to explain it. So they remained mostly silent about it. St. Paul’s conversion and his subsequent insights changed this. As someone who was
raised in the Jewish faith, Paul also struggled with explaining how a humiliating defeat in this world could be in fact a
victory. However, after his conversion to Christianity he eventually understood how goodness could take on sin and even
“become sin itself” for our sake. That radically flipped our conceptions of defeat and victory. The cross was now seen as
the ultimate victory and, instead of the humiliation of the cross being a source of shame, it now became the crown jewel:
“I preach nothing but the cross of Christ.” That gave us the passion narratives.
We live in a world that, mostly, still defines defeat and victory in terms of who gets to be on top in terms of success, adulation, fame, influence, reputation, money, comfort, pleasure, and security in this life. There will be plenty of defeats in
our lives and if lack a Christian perspective then the best we can then do is to take Iris Murdoch’s advice to heart: Realistically, goodness will not triumph, so try to avoid a dishonorable defeat.
Our Christian faith, while honoring that truth, challenges us to something more.
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Lectio Divina
A Prayerful Reading of Sacred Scripture
The Gospel for the Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 6:39-45
Jesus told his disciples a parable, “Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a pit?
(6:39)
Why is it so important to see things in their proper place when it comes to the spiritual life? “Love is the essence of the Christian life…. But it is a very ordered love...and that order is the fruit of light, of dogmatic
truth” (Archbishop Luis Martínez). “The blindness of pride deceived our first parents into thinking themselves
sovereign and autonomous, and into thinking that they could ignore the knowledge which comes from
God” (Saint John Paul II). Consider Luke 18:35-43-Jesus heals our blindness; for the is the truth (Jn 14:6) who
makes us free (Jn 8:32). What are some practical measures to ensure that we are not blind guides, for ourselves
or others? Spiritual reading, studying the faith, prayer, silence, penance, frequent reception of the sacraments.
Mother Teresa said of her Missionaries of Charity: We are able to do our work “as beautifully as possible because of the continual contact with Christ we have during Mass and in the Blessed Sacrament.” Jean-Baptiste
Chautard: “Action relies upon contemplation for its fruitfulness.” All are called, in some measure, to be contemplative souls. Why? Heaven is the eternal contemplation of God. A contemplative soul-even a very busy
one in the midst of the world—sees all things in light of God.
“No disciple is superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, every disciples will be like his teacher.” (6:40)

The rebellion of Adam and Eve was an effort to be like gods (Gn 3:5). What distinguishes that from a holy
desire to be like God? In truth, God wants us to be like himself, but as a gift; we cannot become like God independent of him, of as our due. “How difficult it is for us as disciples to realize the truth that real growth and
movement consist in staying where we are, that is, in our condition as disciples… While remaining disciples
[we] are invited to become like him by sharing in his destiny” (Leiva-Merikakis). How easily we form an
expectation that our life should look different or “better than” Jesus’ life. Thus, when we experience difficulties and suffering, we imagine God has forgotten us. But a Christian is another Christ; to be completely Christian we must be completely like Jesus (Lk 9:23); when we are driven to the cross—even by our own failures—
God is working in us. Consider 2 Corinthians 5:21: For our sake he made him to be sin who did not know sin,
so that we might become the righteousness of God in him.
“Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in your own?
How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove that splinter in our eye,’ when you do not even
notice the wooden beam in your own eye? You hypocrite! Remove the wooden bean from your eye first; then
you will see clearly to remove the splinter in your brother’s eye.” (6:41-42)
Theophylact: “These words are applicable to all who, while they punish the least sins of those who are put under them, leave their own unpunished.” Saint Basil the Great: “In truth, self-knowledge seems the most important of all. For not only the eye, looking at outward things, fails to use its sight upon itself, but our understanding also, though very quick in apprehending the sin of another, is slow to perceive its own defects.”
Father Peter Cameron, O.P.: “When we give ourselves fully to Christ, Christ gives himself fully to us and
thereby reveals us to ourselves. We can see ourselves with the Lord’s own penetrating, purifying vision.” Saint
Thomas Aquinas teaches that hypocrisy is a sin against truth: We want to seem to be what we are not. Thus,
hypocrisy is not the ever-present room for growth we all find within ourselves when considering divine
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Lectio Divina Cont’d
A Prayerful Reading of Sacred Scripture
The Gospel for the Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 6:39-45
perfection; nor must we pretend evil is good or ignore real problems. In fact, fraternal correction—pointing out
another’s fault—is an important work of sincere charity (Jesus says, then you will see clearly to remove the
splinter), rather than complaining or gossiping. How do we avoid hypocrisy and ensure we are truly “ seeing
clearly,” i.e., acting in charity, honesty, and humility?
“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit. For every tree is known by its
own fruit. For people do not pick figs from thornbushes, nor do they gather grapes from brambles. A good
person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good, but an evil person out of a store of evil produces evil; for from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks.” (6:43-45)
Saint Bede: “The treasure of the heart is the same as the root of the tree. He who has in his heart the treasure of
patience and perfect love, brings forth the best fruits, loving his enemy, and doing the other things which has
been taught above. But he who keeps a bad treasure in his heart does the contract to this.” One of the devil’s
most damaging lies—it seems to be so close to the truth—is that only by first bearing good fruit can we then
become good trees: We imagine that our own good works and merits must precede, or cause, God’s love. How,
then, do we acquire this treasure of patience and perfect love? How do we become good trees? By rooting ourselves in Jesus; by turning to him incessantly, filling our hearts with him (Lk 12:34; 24:32). Recall the words
of Mother Teresa, above.

REMOVING THE BEAMS
In any failure, fault, or personal error, our ego instinctively tries to excuse itself. It is the tactic of pride—
which is not willing to admit its mistakes and schemes—to hide them under more or less false pretexts, always
finding some way to blame them on other people or on circumstances. Adam and Eve acted in this way after
their sin; it is also the instinct of anyone who commits a fault. Herein lies great danger for the soul, because it
is impossible for us to correct our faults if we are not willing to acknowledge them. It requires great courage to
tear down these ingenious but inconsistent constructions of self-love, to expose our failings and look them
squarely in the face, just as they are, without blaming them on anyone but ourselves. “When we commit a
fault,” said Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, “we must not attribute it to a physical cause, such as illness or the
weather, but we must attribute it to our own lack of perfection…. Occasions do not make one weak, but they
do show what he is.”
Excusing our faults may satisfy our pride, but in reality, it is voluntarily blinding oneself and making oneself
incapable of seeing the true situation. Thus our poor soul is not only unable to advance, but is condemned to
grope in the dark with no possibility of escape. On the other hand, if we sincerely recognize our faults, we
have already taken the first step toward correcting them.
FATHER GABRIEL OF SAINT MARY MAGDALEN, O.C.D. (+1952) was a Belgian Carmelite priest, teacher, and
spiritual director.
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Thank you for your generosity
to St. Martha’s Parish!
February 24, 2019
5:00 PM Mass ...................................................................... $2,230.00
7:30 AM Mass ...................................................................... $1,080.00
8:45 AM Mass ...................................................................... $2,425.00
11:00 AM Mass .................................................................... $1,494.00
12:30 PM Mass .................................................................... $1,593.00
Poor Box ................................................................................... $50.00
(Does not reflect donations made by Faith Direct)

3-3-2019 - Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
March 3, 2019
Monday
March 4
8:30 AM ............. In thanksgiving for Michelle Royal
Tuesday
March 5
8:30 AM ............. Virginia Maffettone
Wednesday

If thou love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength, thou shall serve
Him well.
This is NOT a substitute for your schedule!
Please refer to the schedule
you received from the head of your ministry!
If you are unable to serve, do not call the office!
Find a replacement or contact your ministry head!

5:00PM - Lector: Josephine Ferrier
Altar Server: David LeBlanc
Eucharistic Ministers: Marie G. Brice,
Josephine Ferrier, Nancy A. Napoleon
Ushers: Rosemarie Laguerre, Jennifer King,
Mario Cadavid

March 6—Ash Wednesday
See Lenten Schedule for more details
7:00 AM ............. Liturgy of the Word
8:30 AM ............. Open
12:00 PM............ Liturgy of the Word
3:00 PM.............. Liturgy of the Word
7:30 PM (Sp) ...... In thanksgiving for Galdamez-Pinedo
7:30 PM (Cr) ...... Open
Thursday
March 7
8:30 AM ............. Open
Friday
March 8
8:30 AM ............. Open
Saturday
March 9
5:00 PM.............. Eugenia Rodrigue
Sunday
March 10
7:30 AM ............. Parishioners of St. Martha
8:45 AM ............. Luz Inamagua
11:00 AM ........... George Allen
12:30 PM............ 1) In memory of Evelyn & Marie Michel
........................... 2) In thanksgiving to Fatima
for the Healing of Arno Macean
........................... 3) In thanksgiving for Marie Sonia St. Rose Bienvil
........................... 4) In thanksgiving for Florence & Jean Marie Volcy

7:30AM - Lector: Audric Mathurin
Eucharistic Ministers: Carol Bargeron,
Elaine Burke, Sharon Burke

DUE THE TO NUMBER OF PEOPLE SUFFERING THIS
HOLY COMMUNION WILL NOT BE DISTRIBUTED FROM

FLU SEASON,
THE CHALICE
AND THOSE NOT FEELING WELL ARE ASKED TO REFRAIN FROM EXTENDING THE SIGN OF THE PEACE WHILE ILL. THANK YOU!

Ushers: Jim Capriotti, Carmen Charles,
Genevieve Charles, Alex Apresa, Jorge Ricky Flores
Sal Monge
11:00AM - Lector: John D’Atri

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR

Altar Servers: Gabrielle Germain,
Isiawele Odiaka

S ECOND S UNDAY OF L ENT
March 10, 2019

Eucharistic Minister: Phyllis Droessler,
Marie Jiha, Lisette Joachim, Marie Lucie Lebon

Deuteronomy 26:4-10
Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15
Romans 10:8-13
Luke 4:1-13

Ushers: Bennett Paul, Agnes Duclairon,
Wilner Nestor, Frantz Denis

14

15

16

17

Scripture Readings
March 4 - March 9
Monday, March 4
Sirach 17:20 -24
Psalm 32
Mark 10:17 -27
Tuesday, March 5
Sirach 35:1 -12
Psalm 50
Mark 10:28 -31
Wednesday, March 6
Joel 2:12 -18
Psalm 51
Matthew 6:1 -6, 16-18
Thursday, March 7
Deuteronomy 30:15 -20
Psalm 1
Luke 9:22 -25
Friday, March 8
Isaiah 58:1 -9a
Psalm 51
Matthew 9:14 -15
S a turday , Ma rc h 9
Sirach 58:9b -14
Psalm 86
Luke 5:27 -32

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” - (Matthew 5:44-45)

Vocation Prayer
Merciful Father, you sent your Son into the
world to free us from the power of sin and
evil. Grant that, through the intercession of
the Virgin Mary, our Mother of Mercy, many young men will
respond to your call to give of themselves in imitation of Christ
the Redeemer. Fill them with the light of your Holy Spirit that
they may renounce the power of the world, proclaim truth and
freedom, and bring consolation and relief to oppressed Christians. Bless our family of Mercy with numerous holy priests and
brothers who will offer our world the testimony of your faith and
love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN
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MESSE DOMINICALE
La Communauté se réunit tous les dimanches à 12h 30
pour célébrer la messe. Venez participer à notre célébration dominicale avec votre famille et vos ami(e)s. La
messe du dimanche 3 mars est offerte à la mémoire en
action de grâce pour Daniel Germain.
GROUPE DE PRIÈRE
Le groupe de prière se réunit à la chapelle chaque mercredi à partir de 7h 30 du soir. Une fois par mois, le
groupe célèbre la messe et tous les troisièmes mercredis,
un moment est réservé pour l’adoration du Saint Sacrement. Pour plus d’information, appelez Marlène JeanBaptiste au (516) 538-6585.
ADORATION
Le St Sacrement sera exposé le lundi et le vendredi de 9
h à 3 h de l’après-midi à la chapelle. Il nous faut une
présence à tout moment durant l’exposition.
34IÈME CONVENTION ANNUELLE – APOSTOLAT
HAITIEN - INVITATION
Le Centre National de L’Apostolat Haïtien vous invite à
la 34ième Convention Annuelle de l’Apostolat Haïtien qui
se tiendra du 31 mai au 2 juin 2019 à St. Peter’s University à Jersey City. Thème de cette année « Père, qu’ils
soient un comme nous sommes un afin que le monde
croie ». De façon spéciale, la convention compte aussi
réfléchir sur l’apostolat auprès des jeunes adultes.

Cada lunes, de 9:00 AM a 12:00 PM; miércoles, de 9:00 AM a
12:00 PM y 4:00 PM a 7:00 PM, el Padre César R. Bejarano, OFM
se encuentra disponible en el Centro Parroquial para confesiones y
dirección espiritual.
LA EUCARISTÍA SE OFRECE: Por J osé Pedr o y Blanca
Guevara, Donatila Argueta y en Acción de Gracias para Blanca
Castaneda.
CADA SEGUNDO Y CUARTO DOMINGO DEL MES: Están
invitados a recibir la bendición departe del Sacerdote por cualquier
motivo, después de la comunión.
GRUPO DE ORACIÓN: Los miér coles, a las 7:00 PM en el gimnasio.
ULTREYA: Cada domingo, a las 11:00 AM en la Capilla.
JUVENTUD SIN FRONTERAS: Los jueves, a las 7:30 PM en el
Salón Betania.
CORO HISPANO: Ensayos los vier nes a las 8:00 PM en la Iglesia.
MINISTERIO DE ACOGIDA: Ministr os que extienden la bienvenida y entregan las hojas de cantos a los feligreses que van entrando
a la Iglesia..
MOVIMIENTO FAMILIAR CATÓLICO:
Se r eúne cada 15
días. Para informarse,
llaman al 516- 554-4503 o al 965-7311..
CENÁCULO DIVINA MISERICORDIA: Cada mar tes, a las
7:00 PM en la Capilla.
MISA JUVENIL Y DE NIÑOS: Cada segundo domingo del mes.

Pour inscription et transport, contactez : Radio-Télé Solidarité (631) 889-0664 ou Sr. Cecilia Ducheine (516)
333-8795.
SERVICE SOCIAL
Le service social a besoin de nourriture en conserves ou
non-périssables, comme lait en poudre, thon (tuna fish)
en conserve, sardines, céréales etc. Nous avons également besoins de couchettes jetables pour bébés et autres
articles de besoins personnels. Apportez vos dons dans
la petite salle à l’entrée de l’Église.

LOS NIÑOS: Cada domingo los niños son convocados al Salón
Betania para escuchar y compartir las enseñanzas de las lecturas dominicales.
SOCIEDAD DE SAN VICENTE DE PAÚL: Cada pr imer y segundo domingo del mes, inmediatamente después de la Misa,en Bethany Hall, cuarto detrás del escenario. Si necesita ayuda, llamar al
(516) 633-9411, de lunes a sábado de 9:00 am a 6:00 pm.
JÓVENES-ADULTOS:
Salón Betania.

Cada miér coles, de 7:00 a 9:00 PM en

Les bureaux sont ouverts le lundi, mercredi, jeudi et
vendredi de 10h à 2h de l’après-midi et le mercredi, de
7h à 9h du soir. Service disponible en Anglais, Français,
Créole Haïtien et en Espagnol. Contactez-les au (516)
292-1603 ou (516) 481-2550, Ext. 320

LECTIO DIVINA: Se r eúne cada lunes de 7:00 PM a 9:00 PM en
la Capilla.

HEURES DE BUREAU - PÈRE EDEN JEANBAPTISTE
Le Rév. Père Eden Jean-Baptiste est disponible à son
bureau le jeudi et le vendredi de 9h à midi pour consultations, confessions et autres besoins spirituels.

LAS CLASES DE FORMACIÓN: Los cuar tos sábados del mes,
de 2:30 PM a 6:00 PM en el Salón Betania.

EL SACRAMENTO DEL BAUTISMO: El ter cer domingo de
cada mes, a las 2:30 PM en la iglesia. Para apuntarse, visite la oficina
del Centro Parroquial.

RETIRO ESPIRITUAL DE CUARESMA, SÁBADO 16 DE MARZO, DE 8AM – 4PM
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THANK YOU to everyone who has donated to my medical
fund thus far. I found out my initial campaign (not run by
me) has been shut down for an unknown reason. The
first campaign helped cover my household bills from
missed work, as well as smaller hospital bills. This new
campaign is set up in hopes of paying back some of the
$90k+ I owe as of now. (This is only one of the two surgeries I have
had so far.) It is very possible I will have to claim bankruptcy if I cannot make a good dent. That is a very frightening thought as a single
parent. For those of you who either have donated already, or cannot
afford to, please do not feel obligated. I ask for prayers for myself and
for my family. It has been a very rough couple of months. The new
link is www.gofundme.com/lishanson. You can also leave donations
at the Parish Center. Every little bit helps, and has helped. God bless
and thank you so much. St. Martha’s has been incredible with your
generosity.

Dear Lord,
As my life declines and my energies decrease,
more than ever hold me by
Your Power, that I may not offend You,
but daily increase in Your Love.
Give me strength to work in Your Service
till the last day of my life.
Help me to ever have an increasing
dread of venial sin,
or whatever would cause the
slightest withdrawal of Your Love;
all day long,
and at night keep me close to Your Heart;
and should I die, ere the morning breaks,
may I go rejoicing
in that vision of Your entrancing beauty,
never to be separated from You. Amen.

~Elissa Hanson, Music Director

he list of names that will appear under this column
will reflect ONLY those who are CRITICALLY ILL. The
individual or family member must contact the Parish Center in order to be placed on the Sick List. Please note the
new email address the Parish Center at
cnicholson@saintmartha.org (“PRAY FOR THE SICK”
MUST APPEAR IN YOUR EMAIL’S SUBJECT LINE); or
come by the Parish Center with your request in writing, no
later than Monday. This list will be updated on a monthly
basis.
Leopold Johnson

James Gould

Claude Myrthil

Sally Boyer

For everything you need to know
in faith formation,
Visit WWW.DRVC-FAITH.ORG

Mass Book is open:
through 6/30/2019
The Bread and Wine Calendar...

Omnipotent and Eternal God, the everlasting Salvation of those who
believe, hear us on behalf of Thy pitying mercy, that, with their bodily
health restored, they may give thanks to Thee in Thy church. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

is now open until the end of Jun. 2019

Jean-Eugene St. Rose............................................ +February 9, 2019
Edith Lucchi .......................................................... +February 21, 2019
Emmanuel Pierre-Paul .......................................... +February 23, 2019
Maureen L. Benjamin ............................................ +February 25, 2019
Stefon Damion ...................................................... +February 26, 2019

Memorialize a loved one with a leaf on
our parish’s Tree of Life, located in
the Church Lobby. If you would like more information
about this lovely memorial, please contact the Parish

Office at (516) 481-2550 Ext 301
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Give us
our daily bread

Social Ministry/Outreach Office Hours
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10:00AM—2:00PM
(516) 292-1603 or (516) 481-2550, Ext. 322
(English/Spanish/French/Creole)

FOOD STAMPS
First & Third Thursdays!
11:00 AM—2:00 PM
Representative: Pat

An Immigration
Consultant...
will be available at the Parish
Social Ministry the second Wednesday of each
month.
The next date will be on:

Wednesday, March 13, 2019

This Week: Peanut Butter & Jelly!
WHERE:

Gathering
Area

Some additional items needed: dry milk, peanut butter,

FREE FOOD FOR THOSE IN NEED:
For further information and income guidelines please call:
631-491-4166 in Suffolk or
516-623-4568 in Nassau
BABY ITEMS NEEDED: Diapers, diaper wipes,
strollers and car seats that meet current standards.

Do you need a babysitter, home health aid, housekeeper or landscaper? Or can you provide these
services? Register with St. Martha’s Social Ministry
Job Bank.
Call 292-1603 Monday or Thursday
between 10:00 AM and 2:00PM.

ITEMS NEEDED: individual boxed milk (i.e., Parmalat); toilet tissue, paper towels, personal care
items, gift certificates.
SHOPPING BAGS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED
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