SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - FEBRUARY 17, 2019
“Cursed is the one who trusts in human beings,
who seeks his strength in flesh,
whose heart turns away from the Lord.”

Fr. Christopher Costigan, Pastor..................... Ext. 302
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Deacon Hernst Bellevue ...................................... Ext. 346
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English/Creole Baptismal Program
Mr. Alvin Ingram ................................................ Ext. 347
Liturgy Chairperson
Mr. Tom Gould ................................................... Ext. 348
Plant Manager
Elissa Hanson ....................................................... Ext.350
Choir Director & Organist
Ms. Lisette Joachim.............................................. Ext 351
Ministry of Consolation
Deacon Evenou Saint-Louis
Parochial Archivist .............................................. Ext. 352
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Deacon Trevor Mathurin,
Director of Religious Education ..................................Ext. 311

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL
U. S. A i r Fo rc e:
Staff Sgt. Andrew D. Simpson
Master Sergeant Scott Moller
Tech. Sgt. Francisco J. Velasquez
Master Sgt. Jeremy Salaver
U. S. A r my :
Private Angelique J. Rosado
Master Sergeant Jill Agront
Sgt. Hisnard Cadet, Jr.
Staff Sgt. Misael Exantus
PFC Zaymery Villalobos
Special Force Kareem Inniss
Spc. Richard Aquilar
Captain Gavin Campbell McMahon
LTC Douglas Boltuc
Sgt. Andrew Gandolfo
PFC Francisco Fuentes Melinium
PFC Stefan Saindoux
PFC Luc-Ambert Saindoux, Jr.
PFC Betty Piquion
Sgt. Henry Pazmino
U. S. Ma ri ne s:
1st Battalion Carlos Fuentes
CPL Daniel C. Monroe
RCT Eric Joel Vazquez
Sergeant W. Jason Ferris
L. Cpl. Alfonso Rodriquez
Oswaldo Pazmino

INDEPENDENCE
FREEDOM

STRENGTH

U. S. N a vy :
Airman Herbert J. Alvarado
JE-4/CS3 Jesus Ron
Lt. Joseph A. Baugh
Lt. John R. Esposito
AG2/Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael McGee
Gordy Garcia
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WEBSITE SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE!






In the weeks ahead, our parish representative from Solutio, Inc., will be setting up the advertising for our website for
the year.
Please consider participating in this effort since the revenue from the ads is what makes the website possible at no
cost to the par ish.
It’s a great way to get your name in front of the families in the parish. Advertisements may be purchased for a business, family memorial, or you can sponsor an ad supporting Catholic Charities, Knights of Columbus, Vocations,
etc.
Please give these ideas some thought. We need and appreciate your help! If you are interested or just curious as to
prices and want more information, please contact 516.271.4098 or Sponsorship@SolutioSoftware.com.
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Thank you for your generosity
to St. Martha’s Parish!
February 10, 2019

2-17-2019 - Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

5:00 PM Mass ...................................................................... $2,333.00
7:30 AM Mass ...................................................................... $1,196.00
8:45 AM Mass ...................................................................... $3,009.00
11:00 AM Mass .................................................................... $2,374.00
12:30 PM Mass .................................................................... $1,407.00
Poor Box ................................................................................... $59.00

February 17, 2019
Monday
February 18-Presidents’ Day (Office Closed)
8:30 AM ............. Joseph Laurice

(Does not reflect donations made by Faith Direct)

Tuesday
February 19
8:30 AM ............. Maryse Sajous
Wednesday
February 20
8:30 AM ............. +Frank J. Brady
Thursday
8:30 AM

February 21
+Eleuteria Panganiban

Friday
February 22
8:30 AM ............. Morning Prayer Service

If thou love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength, thou shall serve
Him well.

Saturday
February 23
5:00 PM.............. +Carol A. DiBatto
Sunday
February 24
7:30 AM ............. George Leonard, Jr.
8:45 AM ............. Vicente Asitimbay
11:00 AM ........... Parishioners of St. Martha
12:30 PM............ Pierre Wilfred Duval

This is NOT a substitute for your schedule!
Please refer to the schedule
you received from the head of your ministry!
If you are unable to serve, do not call the office!
Find a replacement or contact your ministry head!

5:00PM - Lector: Serge Napoleon

The Bread and Wine for the Week of

Altar Server: David LeBlanc
Eucharistic Ministers: Hermine Lydia Charles,
Phyllis Droessler, Nancy A. Napoleon

February 17, 2019 to February 23, 2019
are offered in Memory of

Ushers: Rosemarie Laguerre, Jennifer King,
Mario Cadavid

William O’Connell

7:30AM - Lector: Teresa Sanders Davis
Eucharistic Ministers: Carol Bargeron,
Elaine Burke, Sharon Burke

Requested by
Feeney Family

Ushers: Jim Capriotti, Carmen Charles,
Genevieve Charles, Alex Apresa, Jorge Ricky Flores
Sal Monge
11:00AM - Lector: Kathleen Lyons

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR

Altar Servers: Rose-Nally Fils-Aimé
Reginald Sammeroll

S EVENTH S UNDAY IN O RDINARY T IME
February 24, 2019

Eucharistic Minister: Mary Bediako,
Marie Lucie Lebon, Gloria Maffettone,
Teresa Sanders Davis

1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23
Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13
1 Corinthians 15:45-49
Luke 6:27-38

Ushers: Bennett Paul, Agnes Duclairon,
Wilner Nestor, Frantz Denis
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GREAT CONVERSION STORIES
Ambrose of Milan
———————————————————–John Janaro——————————————————
In the 4th century, Roman society was in a difficult transition from a thousand years of paganism (that had
shaped its laws and modes of governance) to the newly “official” Christianity of Emperor Constantine and his
successors. Many Romans in powerful positions became merely nominal Christians, and some even tried to
manipulate the Church. Others were sincerely convinced of the truth of the Gospel, but saw difficulties in reconciling that conviction with their political position in the society of late antiquity.
Aurelius Ambrosius was one of the latter people. He was born in Trier in Gaul (where his father was imperial
prefect) around 340, into a family of Roman nobility that also had a Christian lineage. He was given a thorough education in preparation for a political career. Though enrolled as a catechumen, he was not baptized in
his youth. Wealthy Christian families in Rome generally delayed the baptism of their children, and men committed to government service often remained catechumens indefinitely, as exercising worldly power seemed
incompatible with the demands of Christian living.
Ambrose rose to become governor of Milan. Although he knew the basics of Christianity, tried to live an upright life, and was known and respected for his fairness and equanimity, Governor Ambrose was not ready for
baptism even as he approached middle age. As far as he could see, his office required him to belong to what
was still a pre-Christian world and to use the sometimes brutal means of that world when necessary.
Still, he had no taste for violent measures. Ambrose preferred persuasion, and he excelled at it. During his
governorship, the affairs of the Church in Milan were in an uproar as the upholders of Nicene orthodoxy battled against the heretical Arian party. After the (Arian supporting) bishop died in 374, partisans of both sides
nearly rioted over who would succeed him. Governor Ambrose was compelled to intervene to restore the
peace. Instead of calling in soldiers, however, he spoke to the people of Milan about the necessity of concord.
Here God’s grace was mysteriously at work. Even as the governor’s words brought the people together, the
Holy Spirit inspired within them an unusual but prophetic intuition and desire: that Governor Ambrose himself
should become their new bishop. They took up the cry, “Ambrose for bishop!”
This was not, however, what the still-unbaptized emperor’s consul had expected. He resisted what was ultimately a call for his own conversion. In the days that followed, he tried to convince the people that he was
unworthy of being a bishop. He was a civil official who had used torture and shed blood. He was weighed
down with worldly riches. He was bound to the emperor’s service. When the people continued to insist,
Ambrose fled the city and went into hiding. But they sent an appeal to the emperor himself and received his
approval.
Only then did Ambrose lay down the burden of his worldly office. The call of Jesus Christ surrounded him
from every side, and he realized that it was time to say, “Yes.” He was baptized on November 30, 374, and
was ordained bishop a week later, on December 7. He put aside imperial power to become a shepherd, and
thereafter he dedicated all his intelligence, eloquence, and judiciousness to preaching Christ and serving his
Church.
JOHN JANARO is associate professor emeritus of theology at Christendom College, and author of Never Give
Up: My Life and God’s Mercy (Servant). He blogs at www.johnjanaro.com
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ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
MARCH 6, 2019
MESSE DOMINICALE
La Communauté se réunit tous les dimanches à 12h 30
pour célébrer la messe. Venez participer à notre célébration dominicale avec votre famille et vos ami(e)s. La
messe du dimanche 17 février est offerte à en action de
grâce pour Brunette Jourdain.

7:00 AM: Liturgy of the Word (English)
8:30 AM: Mass (English)
12:00 Noon: Liturgy of the Word (English)
3:30 PM: Liturgy of the Word (English/Spanish)
6:00 PM: Liturgy of the Word (English)
7:30 PM: Mass (Spanish)
7:30 PM: Mass (Creole)

GROUPE DE PRIÈRE
Le groupe de prière se réunit à la chapelle chaque mercredi à partir de 7h 30 du soir. Une fois par mois, le groupe
célèbre la messe et tous les troisièmes mercredis, un moment est réservé pour l’adoration du Saint Sacrement.
Pour plus d’information, appelez Marlène Jean-Baptiste
au (516) 538-6585.

AVOIDING THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES

ADORATION
Le St Sacrement sera exposé le lundi et le vendredi de 9 h
à 3 h de l’après-midi à la chapelle. Il nous faut une présence à tout moment durant l’exposition.

The devil has no more fatal snare nor one more to be
dreaded than that of making some form of pharisaism pass for the holiness required by the Gospel. In
this way the prince of darkness even attacks souls
seeking after perfection; he darkens the eyes of their
souls by the appearance of an altogether formal virtue substituted for the truth of the Gospel. Far from
making progress in such a path, one remains barren
before God. “Every plant which my heavenly Father
has not planted, shall be rooted up.” This is the inexorable sentence of Jesus against the race of Pharisees.

MESSE D’ACTION DE GRACE – BLACK HISTORY MONTH (MOIS DE L’HISTOIRE DES NOIRS)
Le bureau pour la diversité multiculturelle du diocèse
vous invite à une messe d’action de grâce dans le contexte de Black History Month. La messe aura lieu ce dimanche 17 février à 4h de l’après-midi au centre Immaculée Conception de Douglaston (7200, Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11362). L’homéliste sera le Rév. P.
Tony Ricard, un prêtre de l’archidiocèse de New Orleans
et président du département de Théologie à l’école secondaire Saint Augustin à New Orleans. P. Tony est également l’auteur de plusieurs livres populaires sur la foi catholique.

We see how important it is in this matter to distrust
our own judgment, our own lights; how important it
is not to base our holiness upon such or such a practice of devotion, however excellent, which we
choose for ourselves, nor upon such or such an
observance of our religious rule. Such an observance
may be suspended by a higher law, as is, for example, the law of charity towards our neighbor. Holiness for us must be based before and above all upon
the fulfillment of the divine law, the natural law, the
precepts of the Decalogue, the commandments of
the Church, and the duties of our state. A piety that
does not respect this hierarchy of duties ought to be
held suspect: all asceticism that is not governed by
the precepts and doctrine of the Gospel cannot come
from the Holy Spirit who inspired the Gospel.
“Whosoever are led by the Spirit of God,” says Saint
Paul, “they are the sons of God.”

SERVICE SOCIAL
Le service social a également besoin de nourriture en
conserves ou non-périssables, comme thon (tuna fish) en
conserve, sardines, céréales, lait en poudre etc. Nous
avons également besoins de couchettes jetables pour bébés et autres articles de besoins personnels. Apportez vos
dons dans la petite salle à l’entrée de l’Église.
Les bureaux sont ouverts le lundi, mercredi, jeudi et vendredi de 10h à 2h de l’après-midi et le mercredi, de 7h à
9h du soir. Service disponible en Anglais, Français,
Créole Haïtien et en Espagnol. Contactez-les au (516)
292-1603 ou (516) 481-2550, Ext. 320
HEURES DE BUREAU - PÈRE EDEN JEANBAPTISTE
Le Rév. Père Eden Jean-Baptiste est disponible à son bureau le jeudi et le vendredi de 9h à midi pour consultations, confessions et autres besoins spirituels.

BLESSED COLUMBA MARMION (+1923) was abbot of the
Benedictine Abbey of Maredsous, Belgium.
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Scripture Readings
February 18 - February 23
Monday, February 18
Genesis 4:1 -15, 25
Psalm 50
Mark 8:11 -13
Tuesday, February 19
Genesis 6:5 -8; 7:1 -5, 10
Psalm 29
Mark 8:14 -21
Wednesday, February 20
Genesis 8:6 -13, 20 -22
Psalm 116
Mark 8:22 -26
Thursday, February 21
Genesis 9:1 -13
Psalm 102
Mark 8:27 -33
Friday, February 22
1 Peter 5:1 -4
Psalm 23
Matthew 16:13 -19
S a turday , Fe bruary 23
Hebrews 11:1 -7
Psalm 145
Mark 9:2 -13

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” - (Matthew 5:44-45)

Vocation Prayer
Merciful Father, you sent your Son into the
world to free us from the power of sin and
evil. Grant that, through the intercession of
the Virgin Mary, our Mother of Mercy, many young men will
respond to your call to give of themselves in imitation of Christ
the Redeemer. Fill them with the light of your Holy Spirit that
they may renounce the power of the world, proclaim truth and
freedom, and bring consolation and relief to oppressed Christians. Bless our family of Mercy with numerous holy priests and
brothers who will offer our world the testimony of your faith and
love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN
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NOT A SIGN, BUT A FACT

Confident Submission to Jesus

The Christian imperative is that the content of its
message presents itself as a fact. This cannot be
stressed enough. An insidious cultural disloyalty,
aided by the ambiguity and fragility of Christians
as well, has facilitated the dissemination of a
vague notion of Christianity as a discourse or doctrine and perhaps, therefore, a fable or moral. No,
First and foremost it is a fact—a Man joined the
ranks of men….

Drive away...fear that God has abandoned you. No…
Jesus loves you, and with a love of preference. You
must not worry if he has not yet satisfied you.
Often Jesus does not immediately grant what is asked
of him; this does not mean he ceases to love you; rather
he is granting you other graces which you don’t even
know about. At any rate, you must suffer delays peacefully, without decreasing that filial confidence and that
submission to his most holy will...that are so pleasing to
Jesus.

The advent of that man is an announcement transmitted down through the years to us today…. That
one man said: “I am God,” and that this is passed
on as a present fact, forcefully demands a personal
stance. We can smile about it or decide not to
bother with it: this would mean, in any case, that
we decided to resolve the problem in a negative
way, that we have not wanted to face up to a proposal whose dimensions are so great that they are
beyond the realms of human imagination.

The voice of God requires from you simplicity, trust,
and submission. Beg the Holy Spirit; entreat him to fill
your poor heart with his divine grace. Jesus wants you
to lower yourself and become small, because he grants
his graces to the humble. Remember that the littlest
ones are the most beloved of Jesus.
When you feel so afflicted and abandoned, don’t
become discouraged but remember that the God of consolations is near you, as is Jesus who has loved you so
much as to die for your love, and who is watching you
with a gentle and fatherly look of love; the Holy Spirit,
the true Consoler of souls, is near you; that there is a
more than motherly Providence who cares for you, who
loves you very much. I ardently desire that your heart
will be consoled by these thoughts.

This is why society so often turns away from this
announcement and wishes to confine it to churches
and the individual conscience….
The affirmation of the Christian message appears
to be despotism. But is announcing the news of
something that happened, however great, really
despotism?....

BLESSED CELIA MERLONI (+1930) founded the Congregation of the Apostles of the Sacred Heart.

The Christian message is this: a man who ate,
walked, and lived the normal life of a man proclaimed: “I am your destiny,” “I am he of whom
the whole Cosmos is made.” Objectively, this is
the only case in history where a man did not
declare himself divine in a generic way, but substantially identified himself with God.

How does this work? The people at Faith Direct have made it
very simple and will handle the entire process for our parish:
1. You may complete an enrollment
form and simply return the form to
Faith Direct headquarters, along
with a cancelled check if you have
selected checking debit or complete credit card information.

SERVANT OF GOD LUIGI GIUSSANI (+2005) was a
priest of Milan, Italy and found of the ecclesial
movement Communion and Liberation.

2. You may visit www.faithdirect.net and use our specific
parish code NY333 for secure online enrollment.
There is no cost to you as a parishioner to enroll.
If you wish more information or an enrollment form please call
the Bookkeeper at 481-2550 EXT 304.
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Cada lunes, de 9:00 AM a 12:00 PM; miércoles, de 9:00 AM a 12:00 PM y 4:00 PM a 7:00 PM, el Padre
César R. Bejarano, OFM se encuentra disponible en el Centro Parroquial para confesiones y dirección
espiritual.
LA EUCARISTÍA SE OFRECE: En Acción de Gracias por los Miembros del Cursillo.
CADA SEGUNDO Y CUARTO DOMINGO DEL MES: Están invitados a r ecibir la bendición depar te
del Sacerdote por cualquier motivo, después de la comunión.
GRUPO DE ORACIÓN: Los miér coles, a las 7:00 PM en el gimnasio.
ULTREYA: Cada domingo, a las 11:00 AM en la Capilla.
JUVENTUD SIN FRONTERAS: Los jueves, a las 7:30 PM en el Salón Betania.
CORO HISPANO: Ensayos los vier nes a las 8:00 PM en la Iglesia.
MINISTERIO DE ACOGIDA: Ministr os que extienden la bienvenida y entr egan las hojas de cantos a
los feligreses que van entrando a la Iglesia..
MOVIMIENTO FAMILIAR CATÓLICO: Se r eúne cada 15 días. Par a infor mar se,
llaman al 516- 554-4503 o al 965-7311..

CENÁCULO DIVINA MISERICORDIA: Cada mar tes, a las 7:00 PM en la Capilla.
MISA JUVENIL Y DE NIÑOS: Cada segundo domingo del mes.
LOS NIÑOS: Cada domingo los niños son convocados al Salón Betania par a escuchar y compar tir las
enseñanzas de las lecturas dominicales.
SOCIEDAD DE SAN VICENTE DE PAÚL: Cada pr imer y segundo domingo del mes, inmediatamente después de la Misa,en Bethany Hall, cuarto detrás del escenario. Si necesita ayuda, llamar al (516) 6339411, de lunes a sábado de 9:00 am a 6:00 pm.
JÓVENES-ADULTOS: Cada miér coles, de 7:00 a 9:00 PM en Salón Betania.
LECTIO DIVINA: Se r eúne cada lunes de 7:00 PM a 9:00 PM en la Capilla.
EL SACRAMENTO DEL BAUTISMO: El ter cer domingo de cada mes, a las 2:30 PM en la iglesia.
Para apuntarse, visite la oficina del Centro Parroquial.
LAS CLASES DE FORMACIÓN: Los cuar tos sábados del mes, de 2:30 PM a 6:00 PM en el Salón Betania.
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THANK YOU to everyone who has donated to my medical
fund thus far. I found out my initial campaign (not run by
me) has been shut down for an unknown reason. The
first campaign helped cover my household bills from
missed work, as well as smaller hospital bills. This new
campaign is set up in hopes of paying back some of the
$90k+ I owe as of now. (This is only one of the two surgeries I have
had so far.) It is very possible I will have to claim bankruptcy if I cannot make a good dent. That is a very frightening thought as a single
parent. For those of you who either have donated already, or cannot
afford to, please do not feel obligated. I ask for prayers for myself and
for my family. It has been a very rough couple of months. The new
link is www.gofundme.com/lishanson. You can also leave donations
at the Parish Center. Every little bit helps, and has helped. God bless
and thank you so much. St. Martha’s has been incredible with your
generosity.

Dear Lord,
As my life declines and my energies decrease,
more than ever hold me by
Your Power, that I may not offend You,
but daily increase in Your Love.
Give me strength to work in Your Service
till the last day of my life.
Help me to ever have an increasing
dread of venial sin,
or whatever would cause the
slightest withdrawal of Your Love;
all day long,
and at night keep me close to Your Heart;
and should I die, ere the morning breaks,
may I go rejoicing
in that vision of Your entrancing beauty,
never to be separated from You. Amen.

~Elissa Hanson, Music Director

he list of names that will appear under this column
will reflect ONLY those who are CRITICALLY ILL. The
individual or family member must contact the Parish Center in order to be placed on the Sick List. Please note the
new email address the Parish Center at
cnicholson@saintmartha.org (“PRAY FOR THE SICK”
MUST APPEAR IN YOUR EMAIL’S SUBJECT LINE); or
come by the Parish Center with your request in writing, no
later than Monday. This list will be updated on a monthly
basis.

For everything you need to know
in faith formation,
Visit WWW.DRVC-FAITH.ORG

Leopold Johnson

Mass Book is open:
through 6/30/2019

Claude Myrthil
Edith Lucchi

The Bread and Wine Calendar...
is now open until the end of Jun. 2019

Omnipotent and Eternal
God, the everlasting Salvation of those who believe, hear us on behalf
of Thy pitying mercy, that, with their bodily health restored, they may
give thanks to Thee in Thy church. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Jorge Alberto Lopez-Molina ................................... +January 28, 2019
Alwillie Dawson ....................................................... +February 2, 2019
Adolphe Sajous ..................................................... +February 10, 2019

Memorialize a loved one with a leaf on
our parish’s Tree of Life, located in
the Church Lobby. If you would like more information about this lovely memorial, please contact the

Parish Office at (516) 481-2550 Ext 301
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Give us
our daily bread

Social Ministry/Outreach Office Hours
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10:00AM—2:00PM
(516) 292-1603 or (516) 481-2550, Ext. 320
(English/Spanish/French/Creole)

FOOD STAMPS
First & Third Thursdays!
11:00 AM—2:00 PM
Representative: Pat

Do you need a babysitter, home health aid, housekeeper or landscaper? Or can you provide these
services? Register with St. Martha’s Social Ministry
Job Bank.
Call 292-1603 Monday or Thursday
between 10:00 AM and 2:00PM.

This Week: Parmalat Milk/Cereal!
WHERE:

Gathering
Area

Some additional items needed: dry milk, peanut butter,

FREE FOOD FOR THOSE IN NEED:
For further information and income guidelines please call:
631-491-4166 in Suffolk or
516-623-4568 in Nassau

FIDELIS CARE

BABY ITEMS NEEDED: Diapers, diaper wipes,
strollers and car seats that meet current standards.

HEALTH INSURANCE

ITEMS NEEDED: individual boxed milk (i.e., Parmalat); toilet tissue, paper towels, personal care
items, gift certificates.

Is in Social Ministry every
Wednesday from 10AM–12 PM

SHOPPING BAGS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED
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