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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FEBRUARY 3, 2019
Next weekend we welcome Father Lenny Delgado from Cross Catholic Outreach. He will preach at all
weekend Masses as well as be the principal celebrant of the English Masses. Please see the ad in the bulletin
for more information about this ministry. There will be no special collection for Cross Catholic Outreach next
weekend, but you will be provided with information on how you can participate in their work.
Over the past two weeks I have been approached by several parishioners with their concerns about Holy
Communion and the flu virus. Although we have not been given any directives from the Diocese, in consultation with the Liturgy Committee I have decided that for the next several weeks, starting this weekend, Holy
Communion will not be distributed to the faithful from the chalice. We did the same thing this time last year.
Thank you for your understanding.
As this is Superbowl Sunday, we have asked that parishioners donate soup cans to our Parish Outreach.
Thank you for your continued support of your brothers and sisters in the community. The bulletin is regularly
updated with specific needs for our food pantry. We are grateful for the wonderful support of so many around
Thanksgiving and Christmas, but the need is there year-round.
FR. CHRIS

Fr. Lenny will be visiting our parish next weekend to speak at all the Masses on behalf of Cross Catholic Outreach
which was founded to create a meaningful link between parishes in America and the priests and nuns working in the
Church overseas in the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, Central and South America.
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Saint Martha Roman Catholic Church
546 GREENGROVE AVENUE, UNIONDALE, NEW YORK 11553-2145
Phone: (516) 481-2550  info@saintmartha.org
www.saintmartha.org
CUARTO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO
El próximo fin de semana le damos la bienvenida al Padre Lenny Delgado de Cross Catholic Outreach. Predicará en todas las Misas de fin de semana y será el celebrante principal de las Misas en Inglés. Consulte el
anuncio en el boletín para obtener más información sobre este ministerio. No habrá una colecta especial para
Cross Catholic Outreach el próximo fin de semana, pero se le proporcionará información sobre cómo puede
participar en su trabajo.
Durante las últimas dos semanas, varios feligreses me han contactado con sus preocupaciones sobre la Sagrada
Comunión y el virus de la gripe. Aunque no se nos han dado instrucciones de la Diócesis, en consulta con el
Comité de Liturgia, he decidido que durante las próximas semanas, a partir de este fin de semana, la Santa Comunión no se distribuirá a los fieles desde el cáliz. Hicimos lo mismo el año pasado. Gracias por su comprensión.
Como este es el Domingo de Superbowl, hemos pedido a los feligreses que donen latas de sopa a nuestro Alcance Parroquial. Gracias por su continuo apoyo de sus hermanos y hermanas en la comunidad. El boletín se
actualiza periódicamente con las necesidades específicas de nuestra despensa de alimentos. Estamos agradecidos por el maravilloso apoyo de tantas personas alrededor del Día de Acción de Gracias y la Navidad, pero la
necesidad existe durante todo el año.

4IÈME DIMANCHE, TEMPS ORDINAIRE
Le week-end prochain, nous recevons le père Lenny Delgado de Cross Catholic Outreach. Il prêchera à toutes
les messes du week-end et sera le principal célébrant des messes en anglais. Veuillez voir le bulletin pour plus
d'informations sur ce ministère. Il n'y aura pas de collecte spéciale pour Cross Catholic Outreach le week-end
prochain, mais vous recevrez des informations sur la façon dont vous pouvez participer à leur travail.
Au cours des deux dernières semaines, plusieurs paroissiens ont fait part de leurs préoccupations concernant la
Sainte Communion et le virus de la grippe. Bien que le diocèse ne nous ait donné aucune directive, j'ai décidé,
en consultation avec le Comité de liturgie, que pendant les prochaines semaines, à partir de ce week-end, la
Sainte Communion ne sera pas distribuée aux fidèles à partir du calice. Nous avons fait la même chose l'année
dernière à cette époque. Merci de votre compréhension.
Comme nous sommes au dimanche du Superbowl, nous avons demandé aux paroissiens de faire don de boîtes
de conserve à notre service de ministère social. Merci pour votre soutien soutenu de vos frères et sœurs de la
communauté. Chaque semaine, les besoins spécifiques de notre banque de nourriture sont régulièrement publiés dans le bulletin. Nous sommes bien reconnaissants pour le merveilleux soutien de tant de personnes pendant la Thanksgiving et de Noël, cependant, le besoin existe pendant toute l'année.
Padre Chris

Père Chris
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WEBSITE SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE!






In the weeks ahead, our parish representative from Solutio, Inc., will be setting up the advertising for our website for
the year.
Please consider participating in this effort since the revenue from the ads is what makes the website possible at no
cost to the par ish.
It’s a great way to get your name in front of the families in the parish. Advertisements may be purchased for a business, family memorial, or you can sponsor an ad supporting Catholic Charities, Knights of Columbus, Vocations,
etc.
Please give these ideas some thought. We need and appreciate your help! If you are interested or just curious as to
prices and want more information, please contact 516.271.4098 or Sponsorship@SolutioSoftware.com.
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GO TO: SAINTMARTHAUNIONDALE.FORMED.ORG
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Thank you for your generosity
to St. Martha’s Parish!
January 20, 2019
5:00 PM Mass ...................................................................... $2,550.00
7:30 AM Mass ...................................................................... $1,357.00
8:45 AM Mass ...................................................................... $3,253.00
11:00 AM Mass .................................................................... $1,774.00
12:30 PM Mass .................................................................... $1,562.00
(Does not reflect donations made by Faith Direct)

2-3-2019 - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 3, 2019
Monday
8:30 AM

February 4
+Mr. & Mrs. Luc Jean-Francios

Tuesday
February 5
8:30 AM ............. +Christine Curcio
Wednesday
February 6
8:30 AM ............. +Edec Raphael
Thursday
8:30 AM

If thou love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength, thou shall serve
Him well.
This is NOT a substitute for your schedule!
Please refer to the schedule
you received from the head of your ministry!
If you are unable to serve, do not call the office!
Find a replacement or contact your ministry head!

5:00PM - Lector: Josephine Ferrier

February 7
Open

Friday
February 8
8:30 AM ............. Morning Prayer Service
Saturday
February 9
5:00 PM.............. All the Souls in Purgatory
Sunday
February 10
7:30 AM ............. Anna Caiola
8:45 AM ............. Open
11:00 AM ........... In Thanksgiving for Gloria Maffettone &
Theresa Ludewig
12:30 PM............ 1) In Thanksgiving for Jacques Fillis-Aime
........................... 2) In Memory of Evelyn & Marie Michel
........................... 3) In Thanksgiving for All of God’s Blessings
........................... 4) And in Memory of Philistin Mervil

Altar Server: David LeBlanc
Eucharistic Ministers: Josephine Ferrier,
Phyllis Droessler, Marie Jiha
Ushers: Rosemarie Laguerre, Jennifer King,
Mario Cadavid
7:30AM - Lector: Joanne Williams
Eucharistic Ministers: Paul Delle,
Maria Gonzelez, Barbara Powell

Ushers: Jim Capriotti, Carmen Charles,
Genevieve Charles, Alex Apresa, Jorge Ricky Flores
Sal Monge
11:00AM - Lector: Maria Gonzalez

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR

Altar Servers: Julissa Abrahams,
Gesni Vilfort

F IFTH S UNDAY IN O RDINARY T IME
February 10, 2019

Eucharistic Minister: Pat Ewards, Lisette Joachim,
Marie Lucie Lebon, Hannah Nelson

Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8
Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

Ushers: Bennett Paul, Agnes Duclairon,
Wilner Nestor, Frantz Denis
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Lectio Divina
A Prayerful Reading of Sacred Scripture
The Gospel for the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 4:21-30
Jesus began speaking in the synagogue, saying: “Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing” (4:21).
Of the many passages our Lord might have chosen, what is significant about this one (Is 61:1-2)? Jesus is the
anointed one—”Messiah” and “Christ” mean anointed; he has more than human power—the Spirit of the Lord
is upon me; he provides a summary of his mission—an end to the poverty, captivity, and blindness of sin (Lk
7:22). Jesus fulfills what the Old Testament hoped for: He makes us acceptable to God. Cornelius a Lapide,
S.J.: “The time of Christianity is a year of jubilee to those who obey Christ and accept his liberty—a year of
grace, mercy, peace, remission, liberality, and salvation, in which, after God’s long anger against us, we are
restored to his grace, his favor, his heirship, his glory, and all the former blessings which we had in Paradise in
the state of innocence.”
And all spoke highly of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They also
asked, “Isn’t this the son of Joseph?” (4:22).
Saint John Chrysostom: “When our Lord came to Nazareth, he refrains from miracles...but he sets before them
his teaching, no less wonderful than his miracles. For there was a certain ineffable grace in our Savior’s
words.” And yet: “Nazareth would be a place of humiliation for him, a training ground for Golgotha. Nazareth
was in Galilee...a despised region in the eyes of the world to confound the self-wise and proud…. Worldly wisdom comes from where we expect it, in the bestsellers, the standard brands and the universities. Divine wisdom comes from the unsuspected quarters, which the world holds in derision” (Venerable Fulton Sheen). How
could his hearers be so surprised though he had lived among them for thirty years (Lk 3:23; Mt 7:28)? What
does this suggest about hidden acts of prayer and sacrifice for the Christian life?
He said to them, “Surely you will quote me this proverb, ‘Physician, cure yourself,’ and say, ‘Do here in
your native place the things that we heard were done in Capernaum.’” And he said, “Amen, I say to you, no
prophet is accepted in his own native place” (4:23-24).
Jesus’ perfect holiness as the Son of God means he needs no cure. But because he truly shares in our human
nature—he has made us his own native place—he is our cure. Still, his own accept him not (Jn 1:10-11). Why?
Saint John Chrysostom cites envy. Saint Gregory the Great: “From envy are born hatred, detraction, calumny,
joy caused by the misfortune of a neighbor, and displeasure caused by his prosperity.” We encounter envy by
meditating on God’s goodness; by acts of gratitude, humility, and fraternal charity; by seeking meekness and
kindness.
“Indeed, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah when the sky was closed for three
and half years and a severe famine spread over the entire land. It was to none of these that Elijah was sent,
but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon. Again, there were many lepers in Israel during the
time of Elisha the prophet; yet not one of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian” (4:25-27).
Are you ever tempted to think that Jesus’ promises are for other, special people? People who are saintly? In
referring to non-Israelites, Jesus shows that Divine love, not our worthiness, comes first (Lk 5:31; 1 Jn 4:10; 1
Cor 4:7; Jn 6:44). The miracle for the poor widow (1 Kgs 17:1-16) confirms that we don’t make ourselves
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Lectio Divina Cont’d
A Prayerful Reading of Sacred Scripture
The Gospel for the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21
good for God to love us; Naaman’s cleansing (2 Kgs 5:1-14) shows how God infuses his love into our souls:
the sacraments. Father Jean C.J. d’Elbée: “Jesus needs nothing but your humility and your confidence to work
marvels of purification and sanctification in you. And your confidence will be in proportion to your humility,
because it is to the extent that we realize our need of Jesus that we have recourse to him, and we sense this
need to the extent that we justly realize our unworthiness.”

When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all filled with fury. They rose up, drove him out of
the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town had been built, to hurl him down headlong
(4:28-29).
Saint Cyril of Alexandria: “He convicted them of their evil intentions, and therefore they are enraged.” The
quick reversal from awe to fury anticipates Holy Week, when Christ is first hailed, then led before Pilate and
crucified on the hill of Calvary. A Lapide: “Many people praise a preacher so long as he says to them what is
pleasing and elegant, but when he attacks their vices they abuse and persecute him. Such is the way of the fickle multitude, who love themselves and their own desires.” Jesus attacks our vices only to conquer them; it is a
grace to know our sins.
But he passed through the midst of them and went away (4:30).

Saint Basil: Jesus “went away, since he still reserves for them a place of repentance.” Jesus demonstrates he is
not simply the passive victim of external forces; he lays down his life in obedience to the Father’s will and in
complete freedom (Jn 10:18). What can this teach us about our free, interior response to difficult circumstances, misunderstandings, or suffering?
“AMAZED AT THE GRACIOUS WORDS”
When Jesus taught, he spoke with authority. His teachings are the words of the one who is Truth in person. That is
why we should assimilate his words anew: Let us take them in one by one, to the point where they penetrate our
very being, become part of us, and change our way of thinking, making “new” persons of us.
This is the most profound, deeply-rooted, and effective change necessary for our world today….
When in worrisome and painful moments I have nourished myself with the Word of God, my soul has felt fulfilled.
And then I realized that this communion with Jesus through his Word is possible at all times, and therefore I can
always be nourished on him. This experience filled me with joy. The Gospel is in fact not only a book of consolations to take refuge in and seek answers from in moments of suffering. It has something to say for every circumstance; it contains the basic laws of life. Jesus’ words are not just to be read but consumed by the soul, and thus
they make us in every moment similar to him.
When this happens, life’s daily events (sufferings or joys, ordinary or extraordinary things) lose their rank of
importance or even fall into oblivion, while what really matters is only Christ, who with his Word fills them and
brings them to life.
~CHAIRA LUBICH (+2008)
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TO HAVE THE FAITH OF THE MARTYRS
You must love in order to be victorious. There is no lack of persecution. The devil is always the persecutor, and the
chance to win a crown is never wanting. The only thing is that Christ’s soldiers must understand the nature of the battle,
and know whom they have to beat. Just because there is no obvious enemy attacking your body, does that mean no hidden persecutor is assailing you with the allurements of materialism? How many wicked things he suggests, how many
things through greed, how many things through fear!... The devil’s remedies don’t provide me with what God provides
me with, eternal life….
I am sure you have all seen how many things the devil can suggest. But where is it all happening? You see this man very
weak, you see him gasping for breath in bed, you see him hardly able to move his limbs, hardly able to move his tongue:
this exhausted man is beating the devil. Many people have been crowned with victory for fighting the wild beasts in the
amphitheater. Many also beat the devil on a bed of sickness and are crowned for it. Outwardly they don’t seem to be
able to move, and inwardly in the heart they have such strength, they are fighting such a battle! But where the battle is
hidden, the victory is hidden too….
Why have I said all this…. That when you celebrate the birthdays of martyrs you may imitate the martyrs, and not suppose that you can have no chance of winning a crown just because that kind of persecution is lacking nowadays. Even
nowadays there is no lack of daily persecutions from the devil, whether by means of tempting suggestions or of bodily
pains and vexations. All you have to do is remember you have a commander who has already preceded you into heaven.
He has given you a way to follow, so stick to him. Whenever you win, don’t be proud and attribute it to yourself, as
though you had employed your own strength in the struggle. Rather, trust in him who gave you the strength to win, because he himself won the victory over the world. And you will always be crowned and depart from hence as a martyr, if
you overcome all the temptations of the devil.

SAINT AUGUSTINE (+430) is called the Doctor of Grace.

A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
————————–—————————BISHOP ROBERT BARRON————–———————————
Saint Paul’s “hymn to love” in the 13th chapter of his First Letter to the Corinthians is one of the most magnificent passages in the literature of the world. Saint Thomas Aquinas clarified that love is willing the good of the
other. It is desiring, not one’s own good by means of another (the typical move of clever sinners), but the good
of the other as other. It is to escape from the black hole of egotistic preoccupation and to want, really want,
what is best for one’s neighbor.
Once we understand this, Saint Paul’s words become especially luminous. The one who loves is “patient,” precisely because he’s not concerned about his own boredom or frustration. He’s willing to wait. The one who
loves is not “jealous,” for she positively rejoices in the achievements of the other. The one who loves does not
“brood over injury,” for he looks to the future good of his friend, and not his own wounded past. The one who
loves “bears all things, hopes all things, endures all things” for her own discomfort and the achievement of her
own plans are not of paramount importance, but what will benefit the one she loves.
In describing love, Saint Paul is not merely expatiating on a sublime human achievement. Instead, he is telling
us, ultimately, what God is like, for God is love. Precisely because God is perfect, he has no self-interest. He
has, quite literally, nothing to gain. And therefore, every move that he makes vis-à-vis creation is an act of
love, willing the good of the other. When we act in accord with love, we are not simply being ethically upright. Rather, we are becoming partakers of the divine nature.
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DUE THE TO NUMBER OF PEOPLE SUFFERING THIS FLU
SEASON, HOLY COMMUNION WILL NOT BE DISTRIBUTED
FROM THE CHALICE AND THOSE NOT FEELING WELL ARE
ASKED TO REFRAIN FROM EXTENDING THE SIGN OF THE
PEACE WHILE ILL. THANK YOU!

ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
7:00 PM: Liturgy of the Word (English)
8:30 AM: Mass (English)
12:00 Noon: Liturgy of the Word (English)
3:30 PM: Liturgy of the Word (English/Spanish)
6:00 PM: Liturgy of the Word (English)
7:30 PM: Mass (Spanish)
7:30 PM: Mass (Creole)

“COME AWAY BY YOURSELVES”
Let us speak now of those who are beginning to be servants of love. This doesn’t seem to me to mean anything
else than to follow resolutely by means of this path of prayer him who has loved us so much. To be a servant
of love is a dignity so great that it delights me in a wonderful way to think about it. For servile fear soon passes away if in this first state we proceed as we ought. O Lord of my soul and my good! When a soul is determined to love you by doing what it can to leave all and occupy itself better in this divine love, why don’t you
desire that it enjoy soon the ascent to the possession of perfect love? I have poorly expressed myself. I should
have mentioned and complained that we ourselves do not desire this. The whole fault is ours if we don’t soon
reach the enjoyment of a dignity so great, for the perfect attainment of this true love of God brings with it
every blessing. We are so miserly and so slow in giving ourselves entirely to God that since his Majesty does
not desire that we enjoy something as precious as this without paying a high price, we do not full prepare ourselves.
I see clearly that there is nothing on earth with which one can buy so wonderful a blessing. But if we do what
we can to avoid becoming attached to any earthly thing and let all our care and concern be with heavenly
things, and if within a short time we prepare ourselves completely, as some of the saints did, I believe without
a doubt that in a very short time this blessing will be given to us.
SAINT TERESA OF AVILA (+1582), Doctor of the Church, reformed the Carmelite Order.
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SNAKE-BITTEN …
FR. RON ROLHEISER - JANUARY 21, 2019
Everything is of one piece. Whenever we don’t take that seriously, we pay a price.
The renowned theologian, Hans Urs Von Balthasar gives an example of this. Beauty, he submits, is not some little
“extra” that we can value or denigrate according to personal taste and temperament, like some luxury that we say we
cannot afford. Like truth and goodness, it’s one of the properties of God and thus demands to be taken seriously as goodness and truth. If we neglect or denigrate beauty, he says, we will soon enough begin to neglect other areas of our lives.
Here are his words:
“Our situation today shows that beauty demands for itself at least as much courage and decision as do truth and goodness, and she will not allow herself to be separated and banned from her two sisters without taking then along with herself in an act of mysterious vengeance. We can be sure that whoever sneers at her name, as if she were an ornament of a
bourgeois past, whether he admits it or not, can no longer pray and soon will no longer be able to love.”
Here’s a simpler expression of that. There’s a delightful little African tale that highlights the interconnectedness of everything and illustrates how, if we separate a thing from its sisters, we soon pay a price. The tale goes this way:
Once upon a time, when animals still talked, the mice on a farm called a summit of all the other animals. They were worried, they lamented, because they had seen the mistress of the house buy a mousetrap. They were now in danger. But the
other animals scoffed at their anxiety. The cow said that she had nothing to worry about. A tiny little contraption couldn’t harm her. She could crush it with her foot. The pig reacted in a similar way. What did he have to worry about in the
face of a tiny trap? The chicken also announced that it had no fear of this gadget. “It’s your concern. No worry for me!”
it told the mice.
But all things are interconnected and that soon became evident. The mistress set the mousetrap and, on the very first
night, heard it snap. Getting out of her bed to look what it had caught and she saw that it had trapped a snake by its tail.
In trying to free the snake she was bitten and the poison soon had her feeling sick and running a fever. She went to the
doctor who gave her medicines to combat the poison and advised her: “What you need now to get better is chicken
broth.” (You can guess where the rest of this is going.) They slaughtered the chicken, but her fever lingered. Relatives
and neighbors came to visit. More food was needed. They slaughtered the pig. Eventually the poison killed her. A huge
funeral ensued. A lot of food was needed. The slaughtered the cow.
The moral of the story is clear. Everything is interconnected and our failure to see that leaves us in peril. Blindness to
our interdependence, willful or not, is dangerous. We are inextricably tied to each other and to everything in the world.
We can protest to the contrary but reality will hold its ground. And so, we cannot truly value one thing while we disdain
something else. We cannot really love one person while we hate someone else. And we cannot give ourselves an exemption in one moral area and hope to be morally healthy as a whole. Everything is of one piece. There are no exceptions.
When we ignore that truth we are eventually be snake-bitten by it.
I emphasize this because today, virtually everywhere, a dangerous tribalism is setting in. Everywhere, not unlike the animals in that African tale, we see families, communities, churches, and whole countries focusing more or less exclusively
on their own needs without concern for other families, communities, churches, and countries. Other people’s problems,
we believe, are not our concern. From the narrowness in our churches, to identity politics, to whole nations setting their
own needs first, we hear echoes of the cow, pig, and chicken saying: “Not my concern! I’ll take care of myself. You take
care of yourself!” This will come back to snake-bite us.
We will eventually pay the price for our blindness and non-concern and we will pay that price politically, socially, and
economically. But we will even pay a higher price personally. What that snake-bite will do is captured in Von Balthasar’s warning: Whoever ignores or denigrates beauty will, he asserts, eventually be unable to pray or to love. That’s
true too in all cases when we ignore our interconnectedness with others. By ignoring the needs of others we eventually
corrupt our own wholeness so that we are no longer be able to treat ourselves with respect and empathy and, when that
happens, we lose respect and empathy for life itself – and for God – because whenever reality isn’t respected it bites
back with a mysterious vengeance.
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SPIRITUALITY AND SPIRITUALITIES
FR. RON ROLHEISER - JANUARY 28, 2019
What is spirituality and what makes for different spiritualties?
The word spirituality is relatively new within the English-speaking world, at least in terms of how it is being used today. Prior to the 1960s you would have found very few books in English with the word “spirituality” in their title, though that wasn’t
true for the French-speaking world. A half-century ago spiritual writers within Roman Catholicism wrote about spirituality
but mostly under titles such as “The Spiritual Life” and “Ascetical Theology”, or under the guise of devotional treatises.
Protestants and Evangelicals, for the most part, identified spirituality with Roman Catholic devotions and steered clear of the
word.
What is spirituality, as generally understood within church circles today? Definitions abound within spiritual writings of every sort, each of which defines spirituality with a particular end-goal in mind. Many of these definitions are helpful within academic discussions but are less so outside those circles. So, let me risk simplifying things with a definition that’s wide, interreligious, ecumenical, and hopefully simple enough to be helpful.
Spirituality is the attempt by an individual or a group to meet and undergo the presence of God, other persons, and the cosmic world so as to come into a community of life and celebration with them. The generic and specific disciplines and habits
that develop from this become the basis for various spiritualties.
Stripped to its root, spirituality can be spoken of as a “discipline” to which someone submits. For example, in Christianity we
call ourselves “disciples” of Jesus Christ. The word “discipleship” takes it root in the word “discipline”. A disciple is someone who puts herself under a discipline. Hinduism and Buddhism call this a “yoga”. To be a practicing Hindu or Buddhist
you need be practicing a certain spiritual “discipline”, which they term a yoga. And that’s what constitutes any religious
practice.
All religious practice is a question of putting oneself under a certain “discipline” (which makes you a “disciple”). But we can
distinguish among various religious “disciplines”. Aristotle gave us a distinction which can be helpful here. He distinguished
between a “genus” and a “species”; e.g., bird is a genus, robin is a species. Thus looking at various spiritualties we can distinguish between “generic” disciplines and “specific” disciplines: Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Taoism,
and various Native Religions are “generic” spiritualties. But within each of these you will then find a wide range of
“specific” spiritualties. For example within the wide category of Christianity you will find Roman Catholics, Anglicans,
Episcopalians, Protestants, Evangelicals, Mormons, and Congregationalists. Each of these is a species.
Then we can distinguish still further: Within each of those you will find a wide range of “sub-species”, that is, particular
Christian “disciplines”. For instance, within Roman Catholicism, we can speak of persons who have Charismatic spirituality
or a Jesuit, Franciscan, Carmelite, or Salesian spirituality, to offer just a few examples. Notice the pattern here – from genus
to species to sub-species. As a spirituality, Christianity is a genus, Roman Catholicism is a species, and being a Jesuit or a
Franciscan (or, in my case, being an Oblate of Mary Immaculate) is a sub-species.
I apologize if this seems a bit irreverent, that is, to speak so clinically of genus, species, and sub-species in reference to cherished faith traditions wherein martyrs blood has been shed. But the hope is that this can help us understand more clearly a
complex issue and its roots.
No one serves one’s God fully, just as no one lives out one’s God-given dignity fully. We need guidance. We need trusted,
God-blessed patterns of behavior and disciplines that ultimately come from divine revelation itself. We call these religions.
Then, inside of these religions, we can be further helped by models of behavior lived out by certain saints and wisdom figures. Thus, inside of Christianity, we have the time-tested example and wisdom of 2000 years of faithful women and men
who have carved out various “disciplines” which can be helpful for us to better live out our own discipleship. Jesuit, Franciscan, Carmelite, Salesian, Mazenodian, Charismatic, Opus Dei, Focolare, Catholic Worker, Sant’Egidio, Cursillo, ActsMissions, and Catholic Christian Outreach, among others, are spiritualties, and just as the exercise and diet regiments of
health experts can help us keep our bodies more healthy, so too can the discipleship practices of particular saints, spiritual
giants, and wisdom figures help make our following of Jesus more faithful and generative.
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SPIRITUALITY AND SPIRITUALITIES Cont’d
FR. RON ROLHEISER - JANUARY 28, 2019
Which one of these spiritualties is best for you? That depends upon your individual temperament, your particular vocation and call, and your circumstance within life. One size doesn’t fit all. Just as each snowflake is different from every
other snowflake, so too with us. God gives us different gifts and different callings and life puts us in different situations.
They say the book you need to read finds you and finds you at the exact time that you need to read it. That’s true too for
spiritualties. The one you need will find you, and will find you at the exact time when you need it.

MESSE DOMINICALE
La Communauté se réunit tous les dimanches à 12h 30 pour célébrer la messe. Venez participer à notre célébration dominicale avec votre famille et vos ami(e)s. La messe du dimanche 27 janvier est offerte à la mémoire de Solange Sévère.
GROUPE DE PRIÈRE
Le groupe de prière se réunit à la chapelle chaque mercredi à partir de 7h 30 du soir. Une fois par mois, le
groupe célèbre la messe et tous les troisièmes mercredis, un moment est réservé pour l’adoration du Saint Sacrement. Pour plus d’information, appelez Marlène Jean-Baptiste au (516) 538-6585.
ADORATION
Le St Sacrement sera exposé le lundi et le vendredi de 9 h à 3 h de l’après-midi à la chapelle. Il nous faut une
présence à tout moment durant l’exposition.
SERVICE SOCIAL
Apportez chacun une marmite de soupe à la messe de ce dimanche de Superbowl ou dans la semaine d’après.
Le service social a également besoin de nourriture en conserves ou non-périssables, comme thon (tuna fish)
en conserve, sardines, céréales, lait en poudre etc. Nous avons également besoins de couchettes jetables pour
bébés et autres articles de besoins personnels. Apportez vos dons dans la petite salle à l’entrée de l’Église.
Les bureaux sont ouverts le lundi, mercredi, jeudi et vendredi de 10h à 2h de l’après-midi et le mercredi, de
7h à 9h du soir. Service disponible en Anglais, Français, Créole Haïtien et en Espagnol. Contactez-les au
(516) 292-1603 ou (516) 481-2550, Ext. 320
HEURES DE BUREAU - PÈRE EDEN JEAN-BAPTISTE
Le Rév. Père Eden Jean-Baptiste est disponible à son bureau le jeudi et le vendredi de 9h à midi pour consultations, confessions et autres besoins spirituels.
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Scripture Readings
February 4 - February 9
Monday, February 4
Hebrews 11:32 -40
Psalm 31
Mark 5:1 -20
Tuesday, February 5
Hebrews 12:1 -4
Psalm 22
Mark 5:21 -43
Wednesday, February 6
Hebrews 12:4 -7, 11-15
Psalm 103
Mark 6:1 -6
Thursday, February 7
Hebrews 12:18 -19, 21-24
Psalm 48
Mark 6:7 -13
Friday, February 8
Hebrews 13:1 -8
Psalm 27
Mark 6:14 -29
S a turday , Fe bruary 9
Hebrews 13:15 -17, 20-21
Psalm 23
Mark 6:30 -34

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” - (Matthew 5:44-45)

Vocation Prayer
Merciful Father, you sent your Son into the
world to free us from the power of sin and
evil. Grant that, through the intercession of
the Virgin Mary, our Mother of Mercy, many young men will
respond to your call to give of themselves in imitation of Christ
the Redeemer. Fill them with the light of your Holy Spirit that
they may renounce the power of the world, proclaim truth and
freedom, and bring consolation and relief to oppressed Christians. Bless our family of Mercy with numerous holy priests and
brothers who will offer our world the testimony of your faith and
love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN
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Cada lunes, de 9:00 AM a 12:00 PM; miércoles, de 9:00 AM a 12:00 PM y 4:00 PM a 7:00 PM,
el Padre César R. Bejarano, OFM se encuentra disponible en el Centro Parroquial para confesiones y dirección espiritual.
LA EUCARISTÍA SE OFRECE: Por el eter no descanso de Paula Hewett.
CADA SEGUNDO Y CUARTO DOMINGO DEL MES: Están invitados a r ecibir la bendición
departe del Sacerdote por cualquier motivo, después de la comunión.

GRUPO DE ORACIÓN: Los miér coles, a las 7:00 PM en el gimnasio.
ULTREYA: Cada domingo, a las 11:00 AM en la Capilla.
JUVENTUD SIN FRONTERAS: Los jueves, a las 7:30 PM en el Salón Betania.
CORO HISPANO: Ensayos los vier nes a las 8:00 PM en la Iglesia.
MINISTERIO DE ACOGIDA: Ministr os que extienden la bienvenida y entr egan las hojas de
cantos a los feligreses que van entrando a la Iglesia..
MOVIMIENTO FAMILIAR CATÓLICO: Se r eúne cada 15 días. Par a infor mar se,
llaman al 516- 554-4503 o al 965-7311..
CENÁCULO DIVINA MISERICORDIA: Cada mar tes, a las 7:00 PM en la Capilla.
MISA JUVENIL Y DE NIÑOS: Cada segundo domingo del mes.
LOS NIÑOS: Cada domingo los niños son convocados al Salón Betania par a escuchar y compartir las enseñanzas de las lecturas dominicales.
SOCIEDAD DE SAN VICENTE DE PAÚL: Cada pr imer y segundo domingo del mes, inmediatamente después de la Misa,en Bethany Hall, cuarto detrás del escenario. Si necesita ayuda, llamar
al (516) 633-9411, de lunes a sábado de 9:00 am a 6:00 pm.
JÓVENES-ADULTOS: Cada miér coles, de 7:00 a 9:00 PM en Salón Betania.
LECTIO DIVINA: Se r eúne cada lunes de 7:00 PM a 9:00 PM en la Capilla.
EL SACRAMENTO DEL BAUTISMO: El ter cer domingo de cada mes, a las 2:30 PM en la
iglesia. Para apuntarse, visite la oficina del Centro Parroquial.
LAS CLASES DE FORMACIÓN: Los cuar tos sábados del mes, de 2:30 PM a 6:00 PM en el
Salón Betania.
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THANK YOU to everyone who has donated to my medical
fund thus far. I found out my initial campaign (not run by
me) has been shut down for an unknown reason. The
first campaign helped cover my household bills from
missed work, as well as smaller hospital bills. This new
campaign is set up in hopes of paying back some of the
$90k+ I owe as of now. (This is only one of the two surgeries I have
had so far.) It is very possible I will have to claim bankruptcy if I cannot make a good dent. That is a very frightening thought as a single
parent. For those of you who either have donated already, or cannot
afford to, please do not feel obligated. I ask for prayers for myself and
for my family. It has been a very rough couple of months. The new
link is www.gofundme.com/lishanson. You can also leave donations
at the Parish Center. Every little bit helps, and has helped. God bless
and thank you so much. St. Martha’s has been incredible with your
generosity.

Dear Lord,
As my life declines and my energies decrease,
more than ever hold me by
Your Power, that I may not offend You,
but daily increase in Your Love.
Give me strength to work in Your Service
till the last day of my life.
Help me to ever have an increasing
dread of venial sin,
or whatever would cause the
slightest withdrawal of Your Love;
all day long,
and at night keep me close to Your Heart;
and should I die, ere the morning breaks,
may I go rejoicing
in that vision of Your entrancing beauty,
never to be separated from You. Amen.

~Elissa Hanson, Music Director

he list of names that will appear under this column
will reflect ONLY those who are CRITICALLY ILL. The
individual or family member must contact the Parish Center in order to be placed on the Sick List. Please note the
new email address the Parish Center at
cnicholson@saintmartha.org (“PRAY FOR THE SICK”
MUST APPEAR IN YOUR EMAIL’S SUBJECT LINE); or
come by the Parish Center with your request in writing, no
later than Monday. This list will be updated on a monthly
basis.

For everything you need to know
in faith formation,
Visit WWW.DRVC-FAITH.ORG

Leopold Johnson

Mass Book is open:
through 6/30/2019

Claude Myrthil
Adolphe Sajous
Edith Lucchi

The Bread and Wine Calendar...
is now open until the end of Jun. 2019

Omnipotent and Eternal God, the everlasting Salvation of those who
believe, hear us on behalf of Thy pitying mercy, that, with their bodily
health restored, they may give thanks to Thee in Thy church. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Jerome Garnot Jacques .......................................... +January 6, 2019

Memorialize a loved one with a leaf on
our parish’s Tree of Life, located in
the Church Lobby. If you would like more information about this lovely memorial, please contact the

Parish Office at (516) 481-2550 Ext 301
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Give us
our daily bread

Social Ministry/Outreach Office Hours
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10:00AM—2:00PM
(516) 292-1603 or (516) 481-2550, Ext. 320
(English/Spanish/French/Creole)

FOOD STAMPS
First & Third Thursdays!
11:00 AM—2:00 PM
Representative: Pat

An Immigration
Consultant...
will be available at the Parish
Social Ministry the second Wednesday of each
month.
The next date will be on:

This Week: Canned meats/Vegetables
WHERE:

Wednesday, February 13, 2019

Gathering
Area

Some additional items needed: dry milk, peanut butter,
jelly, rice, pinto beans, dry or canned beans and canned
meat/fish.

FREE FOOD FOR THOSE IN NEED:
For further information and income guidelines please call:
631-491-4166 in Suffolk or
516-623-4568 in Nassau

FIDELIS CARE

BABY ITEMS NEEDED: Diapers, diaper wipes,
strollers and car seats that meet current standards.

HEALTH INSURANCE

ITEMS NEEDED: individual boxed milk (i.e., Parmalat); toilet tissue, paper towels, personal care
items, gift certificates.

Is in Social Ministry every
Wednesday from 10AM–12 PM

SHOPPING BAGS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED

22

